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Our Next Meeting 

Thursday, August 7, 7:30 PM!
Watkins Park Nature Center

Extracting, Fall Preparation, and Managing Pests and Problems 
At our next meeting we will be covering honey extraction, pests and problems and fall preparation/management. If you want your colonies to come out on top next spring, BE READY TO TAKE LOTS OF NOTES!

There is an art to taking off honey. From removing honey supers from the colonies to filling bottles, there are a lot of little tricks that make this the most enjoyable part of beekeeping, Ahh, LIQUID GOLD! All the equipment will be there for a mock demonstration so you can see just what’s involved and exactly how it’s done. This is a great opportunity to see how it works and to evaluate equipment you may want to purchase for next year’s harvest. JUST ABOUT EVERY BEEKEEPING SUPPLY COMPANY HAS WINTER SALES, SO KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN! 
As a Short Course Refresher, we will be reviewing pests, problems and their treatments. This time of year is when you should be examining you colonies’ health status. Deformed Wing Virus (DWV), Bee Parasitic Mite Syndrome (BPMS), Varroa Mites, Tracheal Mites, Chalkbrood, American Foulbrood, (AFB) are all possibilities. Every time you go into your colonies, you should always be scanning for these issues. Many of us will never see some of these problems but the possibility always exists. If you have a weak colony and the queen isn’t the reason, you’d best bet that one of the above are.   

When does your beekeeping season really begin? RIGHT NOW! As beekeepers, Fall and Winter Inspection and Preparation are the most important activities we perform. Making sure your colonies are queen right, healthy and strong, and making sure they have ample food stores are what it takes to get them through to the next field force buildup in early 2009. And then there’s the Morse Method! Remember, as beekeepers, we always think ahead! 
Scott Seccomb

The President’s Smoker

GREENBELT FARMERS MARKET, GROCERY STORE & DEMONSTRATION

We did manage to get enough volunteers to staff the table at the Greenbelt Farmers Market
. Although we might not be able to get all the loose ends together to have a presence at the market in the next few weeks, hopefully in the near future all the details will be hammered out and we might be able to get something going in the Fall. We are in the process of obtaining insurance quotes for a liability policy to cover us and the City of Greenbelt. In the meantime we have an opportunity to hold a beekeeping day at the market and possibly get our product on the shelves of the co-op grocery store. More details on this as it progresses.

COLONY ISSUES

This year we had about a 50% package failure rate for one reason or another. Either the queen didn’t lay, was killed in the first couple days of being released, was superseded, whatever. We can not afford to have a repeat performance of this next year and BUMBA is searching for a way to make this years package losses more palatable for our new members. BUMBA’s Nuc Production Program couldn’t be going much better and this would be a great program for anyone who wants to learn more to join. BUMBA V.P. Leigh Walton and I have 17 nuc’s that are building up for next year. If you want to learn the techniques in managing your colonies for honey and nuc production, talk to Leigh Walton or myself and we will get you going. We are always looking for new genetics and BUMBA will loan you the equipment to get started!

NEAR PERFECT WINTER, GOOD SPRING, DISMAL SUMMER

Doesn’t it figure, just when we have a good winter and our colonies are looking great, we get slammed by rain every other day of the major nectar flow. By my recollection, we had a better honey crop last year coming out of a warm winter with weak colonies. At least last year the rain held off and they had nectar to build up, and forage on. This year, it seems like they had plenty to build on, March, April, but when May came around, someone turned on the flood. When it didn’t rain for a couple of days, with the sun shining and the flowers secreting, the colonies were quite busy. Talk to people up in Fredrick County and alike and it seems their harvest was pretty good. Geographical location and storms that swept through the DC region put a hurting on us this year. When David Morris, BUMBA Editor came over one day, he inspected a Tulip Popular that was dry as a bone. It rained here the day before and I suspect most forage was washed out. There’s all kinds of little, subtle hints out there to show us what’s going on. Tie your bee’s activity to the weather and you’ll begin to notice things. We are still 16 inches ahead in rainfall in comparison to this time last year. 

BEEKEEPING AND BEE OWNING

No bones about it, some of us want bees for honey and nuc production and some of us just want them. Either way, you still need to manage them to some degree and depending on what you’re trying to accomplish, levels will vary. Those who go for honey have a plan, maintain a schedule and if necessary, work with them even though it’s 95 degrees out and they would rather be sitting in air conditioning drinking a cold one watching the tube. In short, honey producers try to keep their colonies running in tip top condition year round. Those who just want a colony or two around because it’s good for their garden and the environment, might be able to get away with TV Beekeeping, for a little while things will go pretty good but eventually it catches up to you. Like anything wild and natural, health is the key to longevity and only strong colonies are healthy colonies. The stronger the colony, the more varied and nutritious the food source that comes in and in higher quantities. Strong colonies keep pests at bay, can fend for themselves and most importantly, reproduce quality, productive offspring. Everything in beekeeping is dependant, the weather, colony strength, available forage, insecticides in use, our timing, you name it! Of all these mentioned, timing is probably the most critical. Bought a package and had a queen supersede? You are already 30 days behind, half of the nectar flow is gone. Have a weak colony and just haven’t found the time to go in? Wax moth will chew it to bits in 10 days. Some dead bees on the ground or inner cover? Could be anything, one thing’s for sure, dead bees lead to wax moth and if not diagnosed early, whatever is killing those bees could spread to other colonies. 

Most beekeepers that go for honey only go into their colonies 4 or 5 times a year, a couple more if you’re making nuc’s, re-queening, experimenting, or trying to diagnose a problem. For the au naturale among us, 4 times a year is the minimum. Once, right about now, to check brood and food status (reduce the entrance, re-queening, Varroa check?), again in October to make sure they have enough stores for winter (is all good? queen? healthy? Varroa check again), an early spring inspection for food stores again (late February, early March) and mid April to May to make sure the colony is still healthy and building well. All our inspections are centered on health. Are the bees nice and furry and healthy looking? Are they shiny? Do their wings look good? Is the brood nice and pearly white? Do you see any sunken cappings or cells with a white filling? How many workers are sporting Varroa Mites? Any insects in there that you don’t recognize? These conditions are what you should be scanning for every time you go in.  

Within the next month, BUMBA will upload a Seasonal Beekeeping Schedule to the Yahoo Group Site that spells out more detail about these inspections and their time frames. 

BUMBA QUICK NOTES

We have a well drafted “Insect Infestation Removal Contract” for anyone who might have the chance to remove a swarm from a dwelling or other location that might get a bit tricky. It limits your liability and spells out the terms and condition very clearly. It will be uploaded to the Yahoo Group Site for you to examine or use. 
We are still working on purchasing a Digital Projector for club use. I’ve been looking at the 16:9 wide screen wxga units and patiently waiting for the right price, soon I hope.

BUMBA now has a Beevac in case anyone needs it. Fairly portable and effective, it’s the perfect alternative for safely removing bees from their haunt. I’ll post a pic of that on the Yahoo site too; give me a call if you need it. Couldn’t keep Leigh away from it!
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BUMBA is still working with Prince George’s Comm. College on getting a full class (5 students or more) for a Beekeeping Course at the college. P.G.C.C will be offering it February 28, 2009. If you happen to meet anyone in your travels who might be interested in learning beekeeping, steer them to P.G.C.C. for the spring course. It’s the perfect primer and recruitment tool for our Short Course Program.
If all goes well, BUMBA will unveil a new club display at this years Holiday Party.    

WHAT ARE YOU DOING, RIGHT NOW?

By Scott Seccomb

If you had established colonies that produced this year, you’re probably trying to pick cool days out of your weekly schedule to go out and make the rounds. After the honey comes off, entrances need to be reduced to a bee width, or better yet, anti-robbing screens installed for increased ventilation. Now’s a good time to make a quick inspection as most colonies probably have the queen that they will ride out the winter with. Look for brood and if you are lucky enough to spot the queen, you could move her down into the bottom brood chamber and install a queen excluder on top so when brood hatches out of that top brood chamber, the workers can backfill it with the fall flow and any sporadic flow we have. This helps to insure there will be food above them for those coming winter months as they move up. Make sure you remove the excluder before cold weather gets here, the end of the fall flow is a good time. 
Bob Cory moves his queen down while taking the honey off and uses the same fume board
 that he used to drive the bees from the honey supers. A good time saving technique, if you use a honey robbing solution to clear the supers of bees before removal. The fume board only needs to be on for a few minutes to drive them all down to the bottom brood chamber. Put the excluder between the two deeps and you’re done, no queen hunting involved. 
Sometime between now, and when the colonies are to be fully prepared for winter, the antibiotic Fumagilin-B should be fed in heavy sugar syrup to prevent Nosema.Apis This intestinal infection comes from being confined for long periods of time and not being able to vacate waste. Now, and up to mid-September, would be a good time to work Fumagilin-B into their feeding. Remember, if you feed during a dearth, make sure you feed all your colonies and keep all those entrances, top and bottom, protected!

If you just started off this year with new bees and have been feeding all along, chances are that by time the colder months arrive, your colonies will have the required 60 to 80 pounds of stores. In fact, some of your colonies may have more feed than they need and you could pull a frame or two from a strong colony to augment weaker colonies reserves. You should still feed Fumagilin at some point, at least 30 days before the chilly weather arrives. 

Whether you have new or old colonies, next month is a good time to examine your Varroa Mite Load using a sample board.

If you had package failures this year and have weak colonies or nuc’s, all is not lost. Some of the strongest spring colonies come from over wintered nuc’s and small colonies. With a good queen that nuc and small colony can build shockingly fast and even outperform strong, established colonies that were wintered through, I’ve seen it happen! If you like, you could build a two story nuc and do the queen/excluder trick (the Roger Morse Method) as an extra measure to ensure food in the right place (up top). However many properly prepared single deep nuc’s and single deep colonies have been over wintered successfully at this latitude. A lot depends on the type of winter we have and your/their preparations; more on this at the meeting.

QUEENS SHUT DOWN LAYING THIS YEAR AND FUNNY HONEY

I had an odd thing happen this year. When I went through my 6 colonies to pull frames of brood and food for making nuc’s, I just barely found 6 brood frames. These frames weren’t exactly packed wall to wall either, they were so scant of brood and larvae that I almost didn’t take any at all fearing that they wouldn’t be good enough for the nucs (brood pheromone) and thinking my colonies would suffer from being robbed. All I needed was 9 frames of brood and all I could find was 6 very poor examples of brood frames. Some colonies had no brood in them at all and it made me think; either the queen is being superseded, she died or she has shut down due to the lack of incoming nectar from all the rain. Assuming the worst, and as insurance, the 3 queen cells that I couldn’t find enough brood for went into 3 colonies that were brood bare, plenty of bees but brood bare. My guess is that the bees sensed the lower than usual nectar intake this year and the queen figured they didn’t need any more mouths to feed and just stopped laying. Another thing they did was to position what nectar they did bring in, straight up through the middle of the supers instead of filling one box up and going to the next. They also made sure the deep boxes were jammed with honey before they even touched the honey supers. All 6 colonies out there have their winter stores already, and that’s after I took off 14 frames of this year’s honey out of the deeps. I have one colony that I can lift, all the others are hernia city. Maybe next year I’ll try splitting, supering the half with the queen and recombining after the supers come off, Jose Castillo’s trick. At least this way they won’t have 2 deeps they can pack with honey. But if it doesn’t rain every other day next year during the major flow, I’ll probably stay with the two deep system. 

Someone gave me a new t-shirt.

“Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather to come skidding in sideways, thoroughly used up and worn out and proclaiming, Wow, what a ride!” 

Hope to See Everyone at the Meeting!

 Scott Seccomb
 As always, give a call or email if you need any help. 
CLUB PROGRAMS
BUMBA Web Site!

www.bumbabees.com 

We need content, pictures, ideas, suggestions and help with administration. Put on your thinking caps and talk with Toni Burnham, phang@tonitoni.org, or any BUMBA officer if you have an idea for the web site.

Electronic Newsletter

Please inform our editor, David Morris, via email at beefriend@verizon.net, if you are willing to depend on email delivery.
YAHOO News Group

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/BUMBABEE/
This is a fantastic tool and has unlimited uses for our club. Until you sign up and check it out, we’ll never know just how much help it can really be. If you haven’t signed up yet, do so and post any questions, photos, links to web pages or files you would like to share with your fellow beekeepers. The latest BUMBA newsletters are being placed online as well as photo albums made by members.
What are Your Bees Doing This Month

David Morris

Questions welcome at beefriend@verizon.net
“Swarm Calls”, Bee Beards  and Feeding
Swarm Calls

In August and September, beekeepers begin to get calls from the public about “swarms” or “hives” in the houses, their porches, in trees, or wherever. Funny, they never noticed them before. But, now, in late summer, everyone is noticing “the bees”. 
Okay, so you’ve noticed my liberal use of quotation marks and you’re waiting for the other show to drop… which is, wasps! Jane and John Q. Public cannot tell the difference between a wasp, hornet, bumble bee, honey bee, or any other kind of bee. If they have been told it stings, then to them, it’s a bee. And beekeepers are, somehow, responsible for all bees. “You’re a beekeeper, come get your bees.” In the late summer the wasps have built up to their peak population and will be producing queens soon. The large populations are finally being noticed. 
So, as a knowledgeable, wise, experienced and informed beekeeper you need to confirm your suspicions that the homeowner is looking at wasps,  not bees, and then give them some advice. With the advent of digital cameras and the Internet, an identification can be very easy without you even leaving your house. I have asked for, and have received, close up digital photos of dead insects in question. That is usually all you will need to make an identification. If the wasps are in a tree, ask for a photo of the nest (avoid using the term hive or bee as that only seems to reinforce the mistaken notion of these being honey bees – unless you have confirm these are honey bees.) Lacking digital camera and email, ask some simple questions. “Where is the nest located?” Until we have confirmed Africanized Honey  Bees in the state, “in the ground” is an automatic disqualifier. In the wall is more difficult and requires more information. “Please describe the color, size and shape of the nest.” Grey and football shaped/sized also rules out honey bees as does small and flat up in a corner of the house. “What color are the insects?” Yellow, black, and any other color except brown or gold are suspicious. “Are they smooth and shiny, or fuzzy?”  We all know our bees are fuzzy. 
What can the homeowner do? If the wasp nest is not near walkways the homeowner can just wait until they wasps die in the winter, after a good freeze. Or, if they are concerned, they can wait until night and spray the nest with a commercial wasp spray. You also can refer the caller to the University of Maryland Home and Garden Information Center (800-342-2507), or to an Internet  site like the “Bug Guide” (http://bugguide.net ).
Bee Beards

This also is the season for Bee Beards, an alarming sight the first time you see one. Bee beards are large clusters of bees on the front of the hive. You may see them cover the front of the hive. If there is room below the hive entrance,  the bees may hang in a cluster below the entrance. In either case, it is not a swarm, or an indication that the hive is going to swarm. Bee beards form when the hive is hot, the hive population is large, and the foragers have found nothing to forage on so they are staying home. Normally on a hot day all those foragers are out foraging for nectar and are not inside the hive. The house bees are able to keep the brood area cool by spreading water around the brood area and fanning their wings. If no nectar is available and the foragers are not flying, they would just be in the way and adding to the hive heat if they went inside.; so they stay outside. 
By the way, it goes without saying to avoid working the bees on days the bees are not flying, especially if there are a few thousand idle bees watching you approach!

Feeding
It is time to start making plans for Fall and it may involve feeding your hives. Scott has talked about evaluating your hives and providing Fumagilin-B to combat Nosema Apis, an infection of the bee gut that causes dysentery and weakens the hive during the winter. So, that said, first, evaluate your hive food stores and strength. The bees raised in August will raise the bees born in September and October. Those bees are your winter bees. These bees have to be healthy and well fed in order to survive the winter and raise the new brood cycle in the new year. How much food does the hive have? If you have 8 or more deep brood frames full of honey then you should be in good shape. If you have several full frames of healthy brood, you shouldn’t need to stimulate with light sugar syrup. Your goal is to have 8-10 deep frames of sealed honey in the hive at the beginning of October. 
If your hive has insufficient honey stores, begin feeding with heavy syrup(2:1). Heavy syrup is stored instead of being fed directly to the brood. If you feel the hive is weak or there is not much brood, begin feeding with light syrup (1:1). I’ve come to the opinion recently that feeding pollen supplements is good advice these days. There is so much stress on bees these days that the extra boost provided by pollen supplements is worth the effort. 
Good Luck!
MSBA Fall Meeting

Sat., November 1, 9:30-4:30 PM
MDA Hq.
50 Harry S Truman Highway, Annapolis, MD

MSBA meetings are open to the public, all are invited.
This month’s Internet sites 
www.vanishingbees.com/ Vanishing Bees. 

An independent filmmaker focuses on Colony Collapse Disorder and interviews leading scientists and beekeepers across the country.

www.helpthehoneybees.com/
Häagen Dazs promotion to help the beekeeping industry. Very interactive and attractive, your kids will love it. Check out the links found by going to the menu item “How You Can Help”,  then select “Support Beekeepers”
www.greatsunflower.org
The Great Sunflower Project encourages people to plant sunflowers as bee forage.

www.beesavers.org
Blogs, songs, stories, plans for Bumble Bee and Mason Bee houses and pictures. Cute. Appears to be by kids for kids.
www.burtsbees.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ContentView?contentPageId=531&catalogId=10051&storeId=10001&langId=-1
Burt’s Bees provides resources and suggestions to help bees and beekeepers.
www.polinator.org
Sponsored by The North American Pollinator Protection Campaign and The Pollinator Partnership, it is “Your source for pollinator information.

www.walletpop.com/2008/07/19/top-25-things-vanishing-from-america-4-honey-bees/
Of the top 25 “Things Vanishing form America”, honeybees were ranked 4th in concern to the public.
FREE STATE Bee Supply
Your local bee supply dealer
Please be sure to call ahead to set up a time to visit!  Contact Dave or Laura Polk at 301-580-9313, Waldorf, MD. 

As always, thanks for your continued support!

Dave and Laura Polk
WASP, HORNET OR BEE STINGS 

The following was received from BUMBA members Bob Lomedico. He did not claim it was his own experience.
“It might be wise to carry a penny in your  pocket while working in the  yard......... BEE STINGS !”
“A couple of weeks ago, I was stung by both a bee and hornet while working  in the garden. My arm swelled up, so I went to the  doctor. The clinic gave me cream and an antihistamine. The next day the swelling  was getting progressively worse, so I went to my regular doctor. The arm was  infected and needed an antibiotic. The doctor told me - ' the next time you get stung, put a penny on the bite for 15 minutes'.  That night, my niece was stung by two bees. I looked at the bite and it had  already started to swell. So, I taped a penny to her arm for 15 minutes. The  next morning, there was no sign of a bite. We decided that she just wasn't  allergic to the sting.”
“Soon, I was gardening  outside. I got stung again, twice by a hornet on my left hand. I thought, here I  go again to the doctor for another antibiotic. I  promptly got my money out and taped two pennies to my bites, then sat and sulked  for 15 minutes. The penny took the string out of the bite  immediately.”
‘In the meantime the hornets were  attacking, and my friend was stung on the thumb. Again the penny. The next morning I could only see the spot where the  hornet had stung me. No redness, no swelling. My friend's sting was the same;  couldn't even tell where she had been stung.”
“She  got stung again a few days later upon her back---cutting the grass! And the  penny worked once again.’
“Wanted to share this  marvelous information in case you experience the same problem. We need to keep a  stock of pennies on hand . The doctor said that the  copper in the penny counteracts the bite. It definitely  works!”
((((((((((((((((((((
Your Story Could Be Featured Here!

((((((((((((((((((((
BUMBA 2008 Calendar
2008 Beekeeping Activities & Dates
Items in BOLD are held at Watkins Nature Center.
June  5  Regular BUMBA Meeting, 7:30pm
June 7  MSBA Summer Mtg
June 14  PGCC Class
July Events 

Carroll County 4H/FFA Fair www.carrollcountyfair.com
August Events

Aug 7  Regular BUMBA Meeting, 7:30pm
Aug 4-8 EAS Short Course and Conference easternapicuture.org

Howard County Fair www.howardcountyfair.org

Montgomery County Fair www.mcagfair.com

Aug 24-Sept 3  Maryland State Fair www.marylandstatefair.com
September Events

Prince George’s County Fair www.countyfair.org

Anne Arundel County Fair www.aacountyfair.org

Charles County Fair www.charlescountyfair.com

Great Frederick Fair www.thegreatfrederickfair.com
St. Mary’s County Fair www.somd.com/smcfair 

Calvert County Fair www.calvertcountyfair.com

Animal Fest at Cosca Park, Clinton, Md.
Oct 2  Regular BUMBA Meeting, 7:30pm

Nov 1  MSBA Fall Mtg
Dec 4  BUMBA Board Mtg at Panneras 7:30pm
Dec 9  Holiday Party 6:30 – 10:00 (arrive at 6 PM for setup)
One Last Word: DUES!                                                Please check the year on your label!
E

very club needs a little money to keep it going.  Although BUMBA is solvent, dues are needed to cover meeting room rental, speakers, refreshments and the newsletter.  BUMBA has raised its annual dues to $15.  So we hope you’ll remember to bring your cash or check to the next meeting.  Phil loves to find checks in the mailbox.  Send your dues check to: 

Mail $15  to Phil Hazen, BUMBA Treas., 330 HIGHVIEW RD., TRACY'S LANDING, MD, 20779
NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________
CITY: ________________________________________
ST _______
ZIP _____________________
TELEPHONE: _________________________  EMAIL: ____________________________________
( Check if you would like a hardcopy of the newsletter in addition to an email copy.

( Check if you do not want your name and address published in a BUMBA member directory.
BUMBA Meeting Location – Watkins Park Nature Center

BUMBA annual dues are $15.  Our regular meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the even months (except December) at the Watkins Park Nature Center, 301 Watkins Park Drive in Largo.  From Route 301 or I-495 take Central Ave. (Rte 214) to the intersection with Enterprise Rd. (Rte 193).  Turn south onto Watkins Park Dr. and go ½ mile to the park.  Follow the road all the way to the back to the Nature Center.  We thank the Nature Center Staff for their assistance. For information about the Nature Center, please call 301-218-6702 
Put these dates on your BUMBA Calendar:

February  7
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting
February  16
MSBA Winter Meeting, 9:30 AM

March  13
7:30 PM Short Course 

March  20
7:30 PM Short Course

March  27
7:30 PM Short Course

April 3  
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting

April  10
7:30 PM Short Course

April  12
10 – 4 PM, Field Day

June 5   
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 
June 7    
MSBA Summer Mtg, 9:30 AM

August 7 
7:30 p.m. BUMBA Meeting 
August 4-8 
EAS Short course & Conference
Oct 2     
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

Nov 1    
MSBA Fall mtg., 9:30 AM, MDA Hq, 50 Harry S. Truman Pkwy, Annapolis

Dec 9    
Holiday Party 6:30 PM

Bowie-Upper Marlboro Beekeepers Association Officers

Pres. 
Scott Seccomb
301-868-2086 
scott.seccomb@verizon.net
VP
Leigh Walton
301-577-3088
leiwal@verizon.net
Treas. 
Phil Hazen 
410-867-4911
PhilRuthHazen@verizon.net
Sec’y 
Margaret Paxton
301-702-9310

Editor 
David Morris
301-725-6185 
beefriend@verizon.net
Inspector  
Jerry Fischer 
301-261-8106 ext. 5920
 fischeje@mda.state.md.us
MSBA Pres. 
Steve McDaniel
410-239-7496
steve@mcdanielphotography.com

David Morris

BUMBA Editor
9309 Montpelier Drive

Laurel, MD 20708-2553

� From Rte. 193, take the Southway into Old Greenbelt to Crescent Road. The Greenbelt Farmers Market is located in the parking lot to the left of the Roosevelt Center Buildings. The Market is open Sundays, 10AM to 2 PM, until Oct. 26.


� Fme Board: equipment resembling an outer cover lined inside with fabric and temporarily replacing the inner and outer cover; a strong smelling liquid bee repellant sprinkled on the fabric drives bees from the honey supers facilitating harvesting.
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