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Our Next Meeting 

“Native Pollinators,

Winter Management, and

Short Course Plans”

Thursday, February 5, 7:30 PM!

Watkins Park Nature Center

Native Pollinators

Our own Nikki Thompson will be discussing Native Pollinators in a slideshow/power point presentation graciously provided by Rob Jean (Missouri Department of Conservation) and Sam Droege (USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center) who specialize in native bee identification, ecology, research and monitoring. This presentation will cover bumble bees, parasitic bees, social/solitary bees and why they are important to you and our environment. We have many other pollinators that are native to our area that provide a host of valuable services. Here is your chance to get better acquainted with our local, hometown variety of bees and discover little known facts and necessary habitat associated with their survival and activities! Anyone ever seen a bumblebee nest? Pretty darn neat!

Emergency Feeding, Spring Management Tricks & Tips

Sometimes (like this year) it’s necessary; We will be covering this topic so you can get your colonies safely to the nectar flow. 

Short Course Planning

We will be selecting BUMBA Members for speakers for the Short Course Training Program and asking for ideas to make it better. Read more about the plans in “The President’s Smoker”. The February meeting is where we set up the year, take suggestions and get them done, so bring it on!  

Hope to see everyone at the meeting,

Scott Seccomb

The President’s Smoker

Second only to fall prep and winter survival procedures, emergency feeding and spring management is where timing, application and observation skills make or break your colonies’ production. NUC’S, NUC’S, NUC’S, everybody hear me ok? After loosing 3 out of 6 colonies this year (so far!) from different issues, the nucs that (so far) have wintered through may be my only saving grace this year. Originally these nucs were intended for our new beekeepers coming in this year and any other club members who needed them. It looks like I’ll be down in the colony count this year to keep some available for those in need and hopefully will go into next winter with better numbers. It’s really not too early to be thinking about next winter you know.  

SHORT COURSE, MARKETING AND FLYERS

This year’s training program will start March 12, at 7:30 PM. Everyone who has previously taken the course is encouraged to take it again, at no cost. This is your chance to “bone up”, contribute or ask new questions that you have discovered during the last season. We will provide flyers and ask everyone to post them in traffic areas that you frequent. Anyone that you come into contact with, who shows any interest in beekeeping by asking you questions, needs to know about BUMBA’s course, so fill them in. 

Several BUMBA members have already volunteered to be speakers for the Short Course Training Program. We’re asking for ideas to make our program better. The February meeting is where we set up the year, take suggestions and get them done, so bring it on!  

Nikki Thompson has agreed to do behavior and said she would wear a black and yellow striped bikini and a stinger. Gotta love her!

Jeff Forbes handled biology last year and did a great job, I hope we can count on him this year as well.

We have a few other positions to fill as well. This is no time to be shy, speak up and choose the section you would like to present to our latest crop of new beekeepers. This is one sure fire way to learn more than you could imagine about beekeeping and everyone in this club knows 99 percent more that the average person walking down the street! Let’s see your talent, Nikki needs competition!

2009 has arrived and the BUMBA agenda is filling up very quickly. With the recent press that honeybees have been receiving over the last year or so, it is the responsibility of Beekeeping Clubs to aid, guide and assist any new person interested in learning more about the honeybee, beekeeping in general and the role they play in our environment.  I suspect as time marches on, more and more people will become acutely aware of the honeybee plight and will be searching out our expertise and we best be prepared to answer the call. Beekeeping clubs and their members shoulder more responsiblities than ever to aid and assist these newcomers and bring them into our ranks. I know we get tired of answering the same questions over and over again but this is the name of the game. Think about your poor old grade school teachers and what they had to endure for your benefit! I’m sure mine are still shaking their heads! Let’s all do our part this year!
We already have 6 new people interested in taking our training program and will gain many more as the time for the Short Course and our beekeeping session draws near. This translates to one thing; Volunteers and Assistance From our Members. This year, more than ever, we need mentors, we need teachers and above all, we need participation and follow through. It’s a new year and it’s time we renew our compassion for our chosen art and give of ourselves to those coming to the trade. Imagine where you would be without the assistance of BUMBA, its collective pool of information and its members who are always there and eager to help in any way.  

THIS WINTER, SO FAR 

The weather this winter has been all over the place, from extended cold snaps in the teens for days on end, to the 50’s the next day or so and back down again; it’s been a pretty wild and blustery ride. Out of the three deep colonies that didn’t make it, two still weigh about 60 pounds indicating plenty of available stores. Upon inspection on a warm day, two of the three starved out even though the cluster was only an inch away from a vast expanse of food. For some reason during the feeding this fall, while some colonies took everything I could give them, others simply ignored any feed I put on. It was almost like they didn’t seem to care about, or know that lean times and cold weather lie ahead. This is one of the most mystifying and frustrating issues that has perplexed and bewildered beekeepers for years and I wish I knew the answer to why they won’t save themselves. Is it genetics? Is it not having enough food available, does the colony just need to be absolutely chock full to “foolproof” against their mistakes? Is it the warm weather turning very cold in a hurry, or vice versa? Is it their poor timing in getting re-organized and back in their cluster in a timely manner and in a suitable area of food? Is it because they followed their pheromones back to the same area after the cool down to where they were clustered before, where they already stripped all the available food from and now have nothing? ARE THEY JUST STUPID BEES? WHAT THE HECK MAN?

When you read any commercially produced beekeeping calendar from any of the equipment manufacturers, it seems that March is the time we should “remove dead outs”, like it’s some kind of routine that always takes place no matter what we do, or how well we prepare them. Last winter, all 6 colonies made it through, and that winter was preceded by very good honey/nectar production the previous spring/summer. This spring’s nectar flow was all but washed out by continual rain in my area, nectar production was very low and now I have failed colonies that I treated and supplemented heavily with feed. Just as we can tie anticipated performance to future predicted conditions, we can also tie current conditions back to past performance. In other words, a poor spring one year seems to lead to poor wintering the next, no matter the fall flow, or what and how much you feed them; something to consider. So far I’ve managed to get through what I have left by laying fondant directly on top of the frames (and in between the deeps) where the bees are clustered and sprinkling Mega Bee on them as well. I’m not saying this is the right way to do things but when I see bees starving off right next to food, it kind of forces me to drop it right down on top of them. Honeybees can generate a great deal of heat, enough to literally fry adversaries, like cooking hornets to death with their emergency defense tactics. If they can’t get to food though, they have no calories to burn. Here is the rock and the hard spot, so close, yet so far away. I wish Bob Cory would get his crystal ball fixed and fill me in on what’s happening here!   

Some of our members I have spoken with have had losses this winter, some a few and some upwards of 50 percent or more. So far, Cory and I are in the 50 percent range, while Leigh Walton is well below that number. One bit of information I am very interested in ascertaining is how many colonies our new 2008 beekeepers managed to get through this winter so far. Being new beekeepers, we tend to follow the book and overdo it a bit in the food and care department. If none were lost, it would tend to indicate that “us more experienced” folks are slacking off and maybe we should take a clue from our new brethren.  

Opportunity At Behnke’s Nursery 

BUMBA will be holding a beekeeping seminar at Behnke’s Nursery in Beltsville on  Saturday, March 7, 2009 at 10:00 AM. This “intro” to beekeeping will only be a couple hours long and if possible and weather permitting, we will bring a complete, live colony, nuc, or perhaps just an observation hive for demo purposes. We have also been asked to have a honey sales table at the seminar and I would suspect any other beekeeping products are most welcome as well. Greta Forbes, calling Greta Forbes, are we reaching??? We need members to staff it with a cash box; the sales table can stay open as long as need be; Behnke’s closes at 5:00 PM. They already have specific requests for comb honey, so if you have any on hand, bring it along or get it to one of our members.
FROM THE U.K.

I'm glad to be able to bring you good news for once - the Co-op, which owns 25,000 hectares of farm land in Britain - has banned the use of neonicotinoid pesticides on all its farms to protect honeybees.

Simon Press, senior technical manager at the Co-op group said: "We believe that the recent losses in bee populations need definitive action, and as a result are temporarily prohibiting the eight neonicotinoid pesticides until we have evidence that refutes their involvement in the decline."

Laboratory tests suggest that one of the banned chemicals, imidacloprid, can impede honeybees' sophisticated communication and navigation systems. It has been banned in France for a decade as a seed dressing on sunflowers. Italy, Slovenia and Germany banned neonicotinoids last year after the loss of millions of honeybees. And the European Parliament voted earlier this month for tougher controls on bee-toxic chemicals.

Paul Monaghan, the Co-op's head of social goals accused the UK government of failing to recognize that "pesticides could be a contributing factor" in the breakdown of nature's number one pollinating machine.

REMINDERS

Keep you eyes on the schedule on the back of your newsletter as it will be updated with more fun and educational beekeeping activities as the season progresses. We have a lot on the plate this year, so let’s have some fun!  

Montgomery County Beekeepers Assoc. Special Guest Speaker, Dr. Rick Fell, UVa. Dr. Fell's presentation will be “Understanding Colony Stress and Biology - Wintering Bees” 

“Due to the large crowd we anticipate at this session, we are moving our meeting in February to the Holiday Park Senior Center. 3950 Ferrara Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20906”

Beekeepers from other bee clubs are invited to attend. However, due to space limitations we ask that they please RSVP by email to mcbeekeepersassoc@comcast.net, subject “RSVP Rick Fell Presentation” 

Scott Seccomb

Short Course Schedule

March 12, 7:30 - 10:00, Short Course #1 Registration, Intro, Equipment, Behavior 

March 19, 7:30 - 10:00 PM, Short Course #2 Biology, Spring & Summer Mgmt

March 26, 7:30 - 10: 00 PM, Short Course #3 Fall and Winter Mgmt

April 2, 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, Short Course #4, Elections, Candle and Soap Making

April 4, 10:00 AM-2 PM Bob Cory’s Field Day and hands on bee work, Dunkirk, Calvert County

April 9, 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, Short Course #5  Healthy Bees, Jerry Fischer, State Inspector

April 16, 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, Short Course #6 Marketing, Bob Cory’s stats, check your knowledge, guest speaker, wrap up

April 18, 10:00 – 3:00 PM Short Course Field Day and hands on bee work.

Queen Rearing and Nuc Production Program

More than ever, we need new members in this program. The winter months have hit our stocks hard and our Nuc supply is running low. This is a great opportunity for all members of BUMBA to jump on board and learn how to make new colonies from your stock. We need the genetics and stock for this year’s new beekeepers and you can make a decent profit from this program. BUMBA will supply the equipment and necessary know how for anyone who wants to learn how it’s done. Everyone really does need to know how to do this if they want to stay in beekeeping the right way! This is a truth.  

Contact Leigh Walton, BUMBA VP

 Lanham, Md.

Digital Beekeeping

WJZ-TV Interview With Bill Troup

Baltimore  TV station WJZ-TV, interviewed regional bee inspector, Bill Troup, of Washington County, Md. The video clip appears to have aged off, but the text is still there.

http://wjz.com/local/bees.flowers.dogs.2.915404.html 

Fraud in the International Honey Trade

The Seattle Post Intelligencer, on December 30, 2008, wrote a lengthy article about international honey exporters who try to sell substandard and contaminated honey to US packers. A must read.

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/394053_honey30.asp (This link also has been posted on BUMBA’s Yahoo page)

Electronic Newsletter

As with all organizations cost cutting is always on the table. One area where we can reduce our expenses is by eliminating the hard copy newsletter we mail out 6 times a year at a cost of roughly $1 per newsletter. I am sure some of us use it as a reminder to come to the meetings. People who don’t have email, nor believe in computers, of course, would continue to receive it. If you are willing to depend on email delivery, please inform our editor, David Morris, via email. Help keep club $$’s in the bank for club activities.

BUMBA Web Site!

Check out the club web site maintained by Toni Burnham, www.bumbabees.com.  You will find meeting schedules, newsletters, and short course information. We need content, pictures, ideas, suggestions and help with administration.. Send ideas and content to Toni Burnham and Scott Seccomb.

YAHOO News Group

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/BUMBABEE/
This is a fantastic tool and has unlimited uses for our club. Sign up, check it out, see how much help it can really be, add materials to make it better. Post questions, photos, links to web pages or files you would like to share with your fellow beekeepers.  Members receive automatic email notices of meeting, the BUMBA newsletter, and photos and files add by members.


New Florida Honey Law!

David Morris

The State of Florida is adopting a new regulation to define honey. The purpose of the regulation is to give the State the power to identify adulterated or fraudulent “honey”, prevent its sale, and punish the perpetrator. The State petitioned the FDA to establish a national definition of honey, but the FDA, in 2006, declined to consider the petition. The failure to act allows importers to more easily sell fake, diluted, or contaminated honey to packers in the United States. The diluted or fake honey can be sold a prices far below the price of pure honey produced in America. Examine the difference in the price between a bottle of honey and a bottle of corn syrup or a pound of sugar and you can easily see the profits to be made with fake honey. Further, the FDA and the Customs Dept rarely test imported honey, relying on individual packers to have the resources and integrity to perform their own tests. Read the December 30, 2008, article by the Seattle Post Intelligencer (see “Digital Beekeeping”) to better understand the extent of the problem. 

The State of Florida is joining a movement with several other states to establish a legal definition of honey. Without such a definition it is very difficult to prove something is not honey. The Maryland State Beekeepers Assoc. is considering if following a similar course of action in Maryland would be appropriate. 

It is not surprising that the previous administration declined to enact a new regulation which it might have considered an impediment to business. The result of the administration’s laissez-faire attitude toward business and the belief that consumers could place blind trust in all businesses, worldwide, with the safety of American’s food resulted in the belated discovery of contaminated peanut butter, poisoned baby formula and pet food, mislabeled or adulterated drugs and many other mistakes. 

One result of multiple states enacting their own definition of honey might be to show that this is a widespread concern. Another result might be that if the standards differ from state to state it could cause an impediment to interstate commerce. These reasons may give cause to the new administration to have the FDA reconsider the issue and enact a national definition of honey. 

We generally expect beekeepers to have their own, “home grown”, honey supply, and therefore do not need to concern themselves with what happens to the honey everyone else consumes. But beekeepers are in the position to be the most knowledgeable, and concerned, about the reputation of the purity and safety of honey, even if you give it as a gift, and especially if you sell it. The result of a national honey definition would be to provide more protection for the health and safety of the American consumer, to help protect the image of purity that honey enjoys, and uphold the reputation and income of honest beekeepers.

What are Your Bees Doing This Month

David Morris

Questions welcome at beefriend@verizon.net

 We are in the depth of winter. We’ve had single digit days and days in the 50’s and 60’s. Not quite typical Maryland weather. The short cold spells should not be a problem for a strong hive with adequate food at hand; but, as Scott has duly noted, some bees just don’t seem to move that last inch to reach the pantry. I don’t understand it either.

Scott is also absolutely right that the affect of a bad honey season is felt all year long and we have to help and compensate the bees for any honey we harvest. Remember, honey bees are not native to North America and Maryland is not a generous honey state. Lack of stores from October will be felt acutely over the next 60 days (if your bees are still alive)!

I hope you had an opportunity to quickly examine and evaluate your hives on the warm weekend we just experienced. In a good hive you should find a small brood pattern and arch of honey above the brood. There also should be some pollen nearby. The cluster will be its smallest right now, but the hive is primed to grow, rapidly, and will very quickly consume any modest honey stores, unless (there is always an “unless”) the hive growth is sluggish. In the late winter and early spring, brood growth is the cause for hive starvation.

If you do not see several inches of honey above the brood, begin emergency feeding with fondant or dry sugar, now. If you do find adequate honey stores and a very small brood pattern, consider adding a patty of pollen substitute to help boost brood growth. When the bees are able to fly consistently, it will be time to provide sugar syrup, either as feed to prevent starvation or to stimulate brood production.

Try to build strong hives early in the spring. You can split a strong hive, or make a nuc, for swarm prevention and hive replacement or growth. The new queen or queen cells from such splits can reinvigorate your apiary as well as fill empty equipment.

Starvation is the most common cause of the demise of a hive in February and March because there is little nectar to feed the rapidly growing nursery. Those little larvae need a lot of food to grow. Keep your hive strong, fat and healthy and you will have a good year!

Good luck, David.

FREE STATE Bee Supply

Your local bee supply dealer

Please be sure to call ahead to set up a time to visit!  Contact Dave or Laura Polk at 301-580-9313. Call to place your order for Spring packages.

As always, thanks for your continued support!

Dave and Laura Polk
BUMBA 2009 and Beekeeping Activities & Dates

Underlined events are held at Watkins Nature Center. 

February 5,  7:30 – 10:00, PM, BUMBA Meeting

February 21, 9:30-5:00 PM, Maryland State Beekeepers Assoc. (MSBA) meeting, Howard County Fair Grounds

March 12, 7:30 - 10:00, Short Course #1 Registration, Intro, Equipment, Behavior 

March 19, 7:30 - 10:00 PM, Short Course #2 Biology, Spring & Summer Mgmt

March 26, 7:30 - 10: 00 PM, Short Course #3 Fall and Winter Mgmt

April 2, 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, BUMBA meeting, Elections, Short Course #4, Candle and Soap Making

April 4, 10:00 AM-2 PM Bob Cory’s Field Day and hands on bee work, Dunkirk, Calvert County

April 9, 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, Short Course #5  Healthy Bees, Jerry Fischer, State Inspector

April 16, 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, Short Course #6 Marketing, Bob Cory’s stats, check your knowledge, guest speaker, wrap up

April 18, 10:00 – 3:00 PM Short Course Field Day and hands on bee work.

April 25, Maryland Day ala Nikki! At UMD, College Park

May     Mentoring Visits 


Bladensburg Festival

June 4, 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, BUMBA meeting

June 20, 9:30-5:00 PM, MSBA meeting, TBD

July - Aug 
Carroll County 4H/FFA Fair www.carrollcountyfair.com

Aug 3-7 EAS Conference  www.easternapicuture.org, Ellicottville, NY

August 6 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, BUMBA meeting

August 
Howard County Fair www.howardcountyfair.org


Montgomery County Fair www.mcagfair.com


Maryland State Fair www.marylandstatefair.com

Sept 26, 9:30-5:00 PM, MSBA meeting & Honey Show, Oregon Ridge Nature Center, Cockeysville, MD

Sept     
Mentoring Visits


Animal Fest at Cosca Park, Clinton, Md.


Prince George’s County Fair www.countyfair.org


Anne Arundel County Fair www.aacountyfair.org

  
Charles County Fair www.charlescountyfair.com

   
Great Frederick Fair www.thegreatfrederickfair.com

   
St. Mary’s County Fair www.somd.com/smcfair 

   
Calvert County Fair www.calvertcountyfair.com

Oct 1, 7:30 – 10: 00 PM, BUMBA meeting

November 21, 9:30-5:00 PM, MSBA meeting, Md. Dept Ag. HQ, Annapolis

Dec 8,  6:00 – 9:00 PM, Joint Holiday Party 

One Last Word: DUES!                                                Please check the year on your label!
E

very club needs a little money to keep it going. Although BUMBA is solvent, dues are needed to cover meeting room rental, speakers expenses, refreshments and the newsletter.  BUMBA’s dues are $15.  We hope you’ll remember to bring your cash or check to the next meeting or drop a check in the mail.  Send your dues check to: 

Phil Hazen, BUMBA Treas., 330 HIGHVIEW RD., TRACY'S LANDING, MD, 20779

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________________
ST _______
ZIP _____________________

TELEPHONE: _________________________  EMAIL: ____________________________________

( Check if you would like a hardcopy of the newsletter in addition to an email copy.

( Check if you do not want your name and address published in a BUMBA member directory.

BUMBA Meeting Location – Watkins Park Nature Center

BUMBA annual dues are $15.  Our regular meetings are held at 7:30 PM, on the 1st Thursday of the even months (except December) at the Watkins Park Nature Center, 301 Watkins Park Drive in Largo.  From Route 301 or I-495 take Central Ave. (Rte 214) to the intersection with Enterprise Rd. (Rte 193).  Turn south onto Watkins Park Dr. and go ½ mile to the park.  Follow the road all the way to the back to the Nature Center.  We thank the Nature Center Staff for their assistance. For information about the Nature Center, please call 301-218-6702 
Put these dates on your 2009 BUMBA Calendar:

February  5
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting

February 21
MSBA Winter Meeting, 9:30 AM

March 12
7:00 PM Short Course

March  19
7:00 PM Short Course

March  26
7:00 PM Short Course

April 2  
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting

April 4  
10–2 PM, Bob Cory Field Day

April 9  
7:00 PM Short Course

April 16 
7:00 PM, Short Course Wrap-up

April 18 
10–4 PM, Short Course Field Day

June 4    
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

June     
MSBA Summer Meeting, 9:30 AM

August 6    
7:30 p.m. BUMBA Meeting 

August 3-7 
EAS Short Course & Conference, Ellicottville, NY

Oct 1      
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

Nov      
MSBA Fall mtg., 9:30 AM, MDA Hq, 50 Harry S. Truman Pkwy, Annapolis

Dec 8     
6:00 PM Holiday Party 

Bowie-Upper Marlboro Beekeepers Association Officers

Pres. 
Scott Seccomb
301-868-2086 
scott.seccomb@verizon.net

VP
Leigh Walton
301-577-3088
leiwal@verizon.net

Treas. 
Phil Hazen 
410-867-4911
PhilRuthHazen@verizon.net

Sec’y 
Margaret Paxton
301-702-9310

Editor 
David Morris
301-725-6185 
beefriend@verizon.net

Inspector  
Jerry Fischer 
301-261-8106 ext. 5920
 fischeje@mda.state.md.us

MSBA Pres. 
Steve McDaniel
410-239-7496
steve@mcdanielphotography.com

David Morris

BUMBA Editor

9309 Montpelier Drive

Laurel, MD 20708-2553
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