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FREE STATE Bee Supply

Your local bee supply dealer

Please be sure to call ahead to set up a time to visit!  Contact Dave or Laura Polk at 301-580-9313. 

As always, thanks for your continued support!

Dave and Laura Polk

THANKS TO OUR MEMBERS

I would like to thank all our club volunteers who have gone to extraordinary length’s to help with this year’s program and meetings.

I would like to thank Leigh Walton for all the help and time he has generously donated to this club for this year’s program and for taking on the clubs nuc production/queen-rearing program and for teaching classes. 

Many Thanks to Mellie Landon for keeping our stomachs quiet and providing our nourishment for the last few weeks and for taking the job on In the first place. 

Linda Thompson and Tony Drake for supplying the drinks, volunteering to help out with any other request and for taking the beverage responsibility. This is one less thing on my plate. Thank You. 

David Morris for a quality newsletter that always shows up. This is a major undertaking for any club. BUMBA is one of very few clubs that issues 6 newsletters a year with timely and important information concerning your colonies timing and their health. Thank You David. 

Margie Kreitzer for taking care of the club’s account and for organizing the calendar drive. 

Jeff Forbes for conducting the class on Bee Biology! 

Lori Brown for helping with the club’s administrative duties.  

Toni Burnham for her top bar introduction, the class registration design on the web site, and the BUMBA buttons! 

Nikki Thompson for donning her uniform (and stinger) and doing bee behavior, what a sport! 

David Polk for the bee hive and equipment explanation and demonstration.

Peter L’Heureux for catering the lunch, and boy, is it some good eating.

And anyone else that may have slipped my mind, Thank You for all the valuable services, your energy and the time you have donated, it is greatly appreciated. 

It’s people like this that makes any organization what it is. Without them, we wouldn’t be able to enjoy the finer things that we sometimes overlook in this club. I would like to make sure that everyone who does anything to make this club go is never taken for granted. I sincerely appreciate all your help, opinions hard work and most importantly your friendship. Thank You! 
Scott

BEHNKE’S NURSERY SPRING SHOWCASE
March 20, Beltsville, Md.
My thanks to Martha Schmidt, Sarah Brozena and David Morris for showing up on March 20, and helping out at Behnke’s Spring Showcase. Although there wasn’t a huge crowd this year, we still had a few people come by for information and the open hive demonstration. New member Kate Davison showed up for the open hive demonstration and said a lot of what we have been talking about is now making sense. It always pays to learn as much as you can about anything new, as soon as you can.  

A ROCK AND A HARD SPOT
Scott Seccomb
Maryland beekeepers are fortunate in that we have some of the country’s leading researchers here, in Maryland, working on behalf of our bees. On the flip side, we have issues to deal with when it comes to our nectar flow. Our season is short, not as short as, say, Michigan’s or Montana’s, but probably not too far from it. This last little cold snap may have chilled some brood in our colonies if the population of adult bees wasn’t large enough to cover it and keep it warm; here we go with that timing thing again. 
Timing is critical when it comes to creating an unnatural (to them) disturbance in the colony. This means reversing, moving nucs into 10 frame deep equipment, moving frames around, disturbing their natural, established, order. You should never break the brood nest up by reversing or moving frames around until you are pretty certain we are out of the cold weather. Some take chances in order to get a jump on population building and to learn if it what they are thinking about doing will work. (At times there is no other way). If you are the gambling type and want to try to capture that extra 60 pounds of nectar flow, that means the bees need to start making brood, and lots of it, early. Add a little cold snap to a weak colony and you can get chilled brood, a setback in more ways than one, temporary and permanent. After a manipulation for brood building purposes (reversing, combining, frames in/out, nucs into 10 frame equipment, feeding, etc) if a cold snap happens along (hopefully it won’t be too lengthy) any brood that chills is a decrease in the population (opposite of the desired effect that you were trying to create through manipulations, it’s a wash) and creates more work for them (having to remove the chilled brood and re-prepare the cell for the queen to lay in). Eggs are eggs and the queen has a limited number of them for this season, so any brood that chills are wasted eggs as well; it could cut back on her long term egg laying ability and their nectar intake/honey output. This is where being able to judge colony strength and predicting the weather pays off. 
Some people are natural born risk takers; I happen to be one. Colonies that were empty in the bottom were reversed two weeks ago. The weak colonies, or ones with brood in both boxes, were left alone. Two double deep nucs were moved into two, 10 frame, deep colonies; frames went in the order they came out (no breaking the brood nest). Later in the year it doesn’t really matter what order they go into the boxes, but keep in mind, any disturbance of the natural order only serves to create more work and sets them back. The two other double deep nucs were left alone, based on entrance activity (not as busy as the other two), and probably still have some room left for increased population. It won’t be long though before they will need to be transferred into double deep 10 frame boxes though, as brood hatches happen every 21 days.
If the weather stays good (only freezing a few sporadic nights from here on out) and the two, double deep, nucs that were moved into ten frame equipment are strong enough, no brood will be lost. The two remaining double deep nucs will be fine as they haven’t been disturbed. If the weather turns bad (snow in April, don’t laugh now) and just one other bad malady takes place on top of the snow (severe Varroa explosion, Tracheal, Animals, who knows) the nucs now in the double deep ten frame colonies could be lost while the undisturbed double deep nucs will make it. Sometimes with Maryland weather, it pays to split your eggs among baskets. This is where watching the weather and making your best judgment pays off. 

WHAT SHOULD I DO NOW?

(And When Should I Do It?)
[The following was an email sent out to last year’s class regarding knowing what to do and when to do it. ]
Scott Seccomb

Remember the term "an exception to every rule" is the key to success in beekeeping, and we mean every rule. Current and forecasted weather, what they are doing, trying to predict what they will do, timing on your part and reading your bees current status are all the details that need to come together at the right time in order to fix problems, produce honey, keep you bees healthy, increase your number of colonies and prevent swarming. I have taken literally hundreds of pages of notes over the years and referred back to them and tried to apply them the following year and I still make mistakes. I either misjudge the weather, their performance, (how fast they can build - beekeepers are usually behind their bees and swarms prove this), the nectar flow, you name it. 

One thing I am beginning to notice is that every year, I get a little closer to feeling like I might know what I am doing, mainly through my mistakes. This year’s mistake with 2 colonies (that were wintered through nucs) was I didn't super them, I got behind them and they swarmed. One could blame the swarms on congestion in the colony, feeding sugar syrup when it really wasn't needed (over compensation from last winter’s losses, a mistake), their genetic need to proliferate, queens that have a disposition to swarm (genetics), or not making the proper adjustments at the proper time. Any one of the above can cause a swarm to issue, but the last one, proper adjustment at the proper time, is what was needed to try to avoid it. This is where splitting, or the Demaree Method of swarm prevention, comes in. Notice I said "swarm prevention" and not "swarm elimination". 

The more books, notes and seminars I read and attend, the more information I glean and try to store in my mind, and on paper, for future reference. I am beginning to realize that proper beekeeping management is something that comes with time, mistakes, successes, application, and not so much straight from literature, seminars, programs and the like. There are a ton of variables involved, variables that we must time to coincide with, or fit into other variables at hand, or that are on or near, the horizon. After a few years you begin to get a "feel" or a "sense" for timing necessary procedures with weather conditions and how to make the right move(s) at the right time. 

A case in point is Bob Cory. Bob (and most everyone else) can tell you what he does but he can't tell you whether the conditions in your colonies are right for it, or exactly when you should do it. He doesn't even know what he is going to do, or when he is going to do it, until he has a few peeks inside over a week or two, thinks it over a bit, and decides that the time is right. (Instruction coming from someone with Forty years of experience can tend to make things seem straight forward and simple, but notice, he always interjects variables that exist whenever he makes a statement or answers a question, variables or tidbits of wisdom that have been ingrained in his mind during his 40 year plus run as a beekeeper.) Even if he did tell you what to do and he told you do it now, what's going on in his geographical area and colonies will be completely different from what's going on in your geographical area and colonies. Most likely if you do what he says to and when to do it, you will be making a mistake. This is where second nature, experimentation and time comes to play and gets even more interesting, tricky and thought provoking when visiting other members apiaries in different condition(s) and geographical locations. 

At the beginning of the program I said you really need to give yourself a few years in beekeeping to get the hang of it and things begin to make sense. The number of years everyone needs until things become somewhat second nature will vary and, if you are a forgetful person like me, you will need a few more before things begin to gel and become automatic. If you want the "automatic" ability sooner, these next few years should be full of risk taking, experimentation, mistakes, successes, ingraining the knowledge learned through your actions, and countless hours of re-playing in your mind everything that you did to see if you could have done it differently or at a better time. Playing through your mind what you are going to do before you do it and determining what the long term end result will be from you action(s) in advance of your intended procedure also pays big dividends. 
It can be said that the more you leave your bees alone, or the less you experiment with them, the less you will learn over a given period of time and the longer it will take you to get to the "second nature" or "automatic" level; there is a price to be paid for everything in life. Even Bob still makes mistakes, just about every time I go out with him he forgets something, does something wrong, or does something new that doesn't work out; this is how Bob got as good as he is. It simply means Bob is still learning, smart man. This is a real thinking person’s game. Many times after I did something and thought back on it, I realized I did something wrong or I could have done it better. This is how we learn beekeeping knowledge that will "stick with us" over the long haul, it becomes ingrained. After all, even Bob has modified the Demaree Method! If you want to become a better beekeeper faster, take chances and make your mistakes early. 
Beekeeping could probably be best described as an immensely addictive and worrisome activity for which any answer, right or wrong, always leads to another question.

You must take chances in order to learn. The bees will let you know if you were right or if you were wrong.

UPCOMING EVENTS

BUMBA 2010 FIELD DAY, April 17, 10:00AM to 5:00PM
7804 Woodyard Road, Clinton Md. 20735 

(rain or shine, unless it’s a typhoon)

MARYLAND DAY, April 24, 10AM to 4 PM

UMD, College Park 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM SPONSORS NEEDED

BUMBA now has several educational events that we host during the course of the year. This is without a doubt the most important activity any grass roots organization can provide. If you have ever volunteered at one of these events, I am sure you were amazed at how little the general public knew about honey bees and how amazed they were when you answered a couple of their questions. Through these events, we educate the public, grow the clubs in the area and provide for the future of the honey bee and the continued existence of ourselves.

We are currently seeking a sponsor for the Greenbelt Farmers Market. If you are interested in helping out, contact me.

A few of these events are sponsored by our clubs collective effort. Other venues are small enough that a single member could be in charge of it. All that’s involved is making initial contact with the location, asking what facilities and supplies they have available (tables, chairs, tents, food, area(s) for slide shows presentations, etc.) getting another club volunteer and doing the show. It’s a little bit of work and a whole lot of fun, a great way to spend some time educating the public!
Scott Seccomb
CLUB PROGRAMS

  BUMBA currently has a host of club programs that we have initiated over the years and we are always looking for members to get involved, not only for assistance but to better your knowledge as well.  Please get in touch with a club officer if you would like more information on about a program. Program participation always makes you a much better beekeeper. They are like additional classes for free and serve the beekeeping community in so many important ways.

Nuc Production/Queen Rearing Program  
Contact Leigh Walton, BUMBA VP, for more information.

Leigh Walton   301-577-3088
leiwal@verizon.net
Swarm Patrol

The Swarm Patrol is your opportunity to catch a free hive of bees in the Spring and display your intrepid bravery before a spellbound public audience. If you are interested in being contacted to respond to reports of a swarm in a yard, please contact 

Colin Wood, 410-798-6106, wavynavy1@comcast.net

Electronic Newsletter

Share your story or beekeeping experience with the other club members. Contact David Morris, the Editor.

As with all organizations cost cutting is always on the table. One way we reduce our expenses is by eliminating the printed newsletter mailed 6 times a year at a cost of roughly $1 per newsletter. I am sure some of us use it as a reminder to come to the meetings. People who don’t have email, of course, continue to receive it. 

BUMBA Web Site!

Check out the club web site maintained by Toni Burnham, www.bumbabees.com. You will find meeting schedules, newsletters, and short course information. We need content, pictures, ideas, suggestions and help with administration. If you have any appropriate pictures to add, send them with a short description or story to Toni at phang@tonitoni.org. Please be mindful of the file size and resize any large files before you send them. 
Toni Burnham also created a new, online, membership application at www.bumbabees.com.  Anyone who would like information, or would like to join the club, can go to the website, fill in an application online, or print it, and either mail the payment or bring it to the next meeting. 

YAHOO News Group

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/BUMBABEE/
Sign up, check it out, see how much help it can really be. Make it better; add materials; post questions, photos, links to web pages or files you would like to share. Members receive automatic email notices of meeting and the BUMBA newsletter.
BUMBA Does Google Docs

To make class planning and membership and email list easier to maintain and share, the BUMBA officers now share these files online in Google Documents. The online registration forms from the BUMBA web page sends an email to the officers. Margie Kreitzer, Treasurer, records the new members. Now the editor and other officers can get an up-to-date membership list immediately. BUMBA’s activities for the year also were planned online.
43 Years Of Beekeeping 

Bob Cory, Dunkirk, Md. 

1965-Age 39 
Started Beekeeping with 2 colonies. 

1965-1983 
Maintained 6 to 7, 2-story colonies. 

1980 

Purchased 15 acre woodlot in So. Anne Arundel and began clearing woods and planting Christmas trees. 

1981 

Firewood and honey sales grossed over $3,000, reduced real estate taxes from $600./yr to $12./yr. 

1983

Retired from Federal Government. 

1987-1996 
Employed as Regional Bee Inspector, Md. Dept. of Agriculture. 

1982-1986 
Built up to 20, two-story bee colonies. 

1982-2008 
Farm income reported on IRS Farm Schedule was entirely from Bee activities. Christmas tree sales are reported as Capital Gains. 

23 Year summary: 
Total colonies managed were 412, ranging from 10 to 25 colonies per year with an overall average of 18 Col/yr. The total honey production for 23 years was 24,515 pounds ranging from 450 to 2,100 pounds per year. The 23 year average production per colony was 60 pounds, ranging from a low of 28 lbs/colony to a record high of 105 lbs/colony. Individual hive weights were not recorded but annually showed a great variability, from little or nothing to 200 pounds/colony! 

Colony management: To have any luck with honey production you need strong colonies that survive winter, then don’t swarm in the spring. 

Queens: 82% were produced from own colonies. Over the 23 years purchased 10 Kona from Hawaii, 29 from Weaver in Texas, 23 from Georgia and 5 from Leigh Walton in Maryland. Most were marked by wing clipping and kept 2-3 years. 

Swarm mitigation: 1986-1998: Demaree method; 1998-2008 modified Demaree, including splits and 2-queen colonies. 

Diseases: 1983 one colony with American Foulbrood. Chalkbrood at various times. 2005 one colony with European foulbrood and, of course, Varroa and Tracheal mites. 

2008 to whenever:  Hobbyist with 6-10 hives. Off to a bad start! Four of seven colonies dead out this winter. 3 remaining look good and are making it on sugar candy. 

{Editor’s note: Bob provided a page of figures that were used to derive his figures on hive losses, honey produced, etc. You will find it on the nest page}}
Thank you , Scott

 Scott Seccomb volunteered to become President when I announced that it was time for me to step down from the job, and he had been a beekeeper for all of one year! It goes to show what I said at the time, that you don’t have to be an experienced beekeeper to be a good president. Scott’s message this month also says a lot about himself. Through his enthusiasm and dedication he has not only become an excellent beekeeper, but he has helped many club members also become better beekeepers. He has brought new energy to the club, increased the membership, improved the beginning beekeeping class, and made many other improvements. Most of all I appreciate his constant recognition and public appreciation of the volunteer work performed by so many members to keep this group going. It has been a pleasure and privilege to work with Scott.
David Morris

Bob Cory’s 32 Years of Beekeeping Records.

	Year
	Gross Income
	Expenses
	Net Income
	Pounds Honey
	Colonies in Spring
	Avg Prod /Colony
	New Queens Bought
	Colonies Split
	Winter Loss
	Percent Loss

	1986
	933
	654
	279
	1200
	20
	60
	-
	
	0
	0

	1987
	770
	350
	420
	1800
	20
	90
	-
	
	0
	0

	1988
	838
	361
	477
	1500
	20
	75
	-
	
	3 TM
	15

	1989
	1520
	863
	657
	700
	17
	41
	-
	
	8 TM, 
1 FB
	47

	1990
	656
	1505
	-849
	825
	10
	83
	8 Kona
	
	4 TM
	50

	1991
	762
	1021
	-259
	700
	20
	35
	-
	
	1
	5

	1992
	703
	189
	514
	560
	20
	28
	1 Ga
	
	2 V
	10

	1993
	765
	309
	456
	800
	20
	40
	-
	
	4
	20

	1994
	1332
	513
	819
	1300
	22
	59
	2 Ga 
1 Kona
	
	5
	23

	1995
	2117
	1740
	377
	1030
	17
	61
	6 Ga
	
	0
	0

	1996
	1763
	482
	1281
	1400
	20
	70
	5 Ga
	
	0
	0

	1997
	2913
	1433
	1480
	1100
	19
	58
	3 Ga
	
	0
	0

	1998
	1837
	1117
	720
	1200
	21
	57
	1 Ga
	
	0
	0

	1999
	4146
	2312
	1834
	2100
	20
	105
	8 Tex
	
	0
	0

	2000
	4366
	2567
	1799
	850
	17
	50
	7 Tex
	
	3
	15

	2001
	2345
	781
	1564
	940
	14
	67
	1 Kona 
8 Tex
	
	6
	30

	2002
	4517
	1138
	3379
	1240
	20
	62
	6 Ga
	
	1
	5

	2003
	4035
	1566
	2469
	570
	19
	30
	-
	
	1
	5

	2004
	5612
	2644
	2968
	1140
	16
	71
	3 Tex
	
	6
	27

	2005
	4525
	957
	3568
	1180
	16
	74
	3 Tex
	5
	6
	27

	2006
	4845
	515
	4330
	1330
	17
	78
	-
	4
	4
	19

	2007
	4697
	1124
	3573
	450
	11
	41
	1 Walton
	8
	13
	54

	2008
	4949
	930
	4019
	600
	16
	38
	4 Walton
	7
	5
	24


Preliminary 2010 Beekeeping Activities & Dates

Underlined events are held at Watkins Nature Center. 

BUMBA 2010 SCHEDULE

FEB 4, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 
FEB 20, MSBA Meeting, Howard Co. Fair Grounds; Leigh & Scott, Queen Rearing Panel (Tentative) 
MAR 4, 7:00 PM, Bee Class 1; Registration, Intro, Behavior, Equipment
MAR 20, Behnke’s Nursery Bee Demo, Beltsville
MAR 11, 7:30 PM Class 2, Biology, Spring & Summer  

MAR 18, 7:30 PM, Class 3, Fall & Winter Mgmt. 
MAR 25, 7:30 PM, Class 4, Candle & Soap Making, Q&A 

APR 1, 7:00 PM, BUMBA Meeting, Elections, Course 5: Bee Health 

APR 8, 7:30 PM Class 6, Wrap Up, Q & A, Marketing 

APR 17,  BUMBA Field Day and Hands-On Training
APR 22, 10 – 2PM; Riderwood Green Day, Montgomery Co. 

APR 24, 2010  Maryland Day, Univ. of MD,  All Day
MAY , Bladensburg Waterfront Festival
JUNE 3, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 
JUNE ?, Greenbelt Farmers Market
AUG 2-6, Eastern Apicultural Society, Boone, NC
AUG 5, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 
SEPT  MSBA Meeting; 
OCTOBER 7, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 

OCTOBER , Patuxent Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
OCTOBER  BUMBA Fall Intro Class 
NOVEMBER 20, MSBA Meeting, Annapolis, MD
NOVEMBER 14, Watkins Park, Green Craft Fair, Trash to Treasure Day 
NOVEMBER, “The Buzz at Hard Bargain Farm”, Accokeek
 DECEMBER 14, 6:00 PM Holiday Party 
One Last Word: DUES!                                                Please check the year on your label!
E

very club needs a little money to keep it going.  Although BUMBA is solvent, dues are needed to cover meeting room rental, speakers, refreshments and the newsletter.  BUMBA has raised its annual dues to $15.  So we hope you’ll remember to bring your cash or check to the next meeting.  Margie loves to find checks in the mailbox.  Send your dues check to:

Mail $15  to Margie Krietzer, BUMBA Treas., 3816 IRONGATE LN., BOWIE, MD, 20715-1420
NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________________
ST _______
ZIP ____________________

TELEPHONE: _________________________  EMAIL: ____________________________________

( Check if you are willing to help out with a club activity or program

( Check if you do not want your name and address published in a BUMBA member directory.
BUMBA Meeting Location – Watkins Park Nature Center

BUMBA annual dues are $15.  Our regular meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the even months (except December) at the Watkins Park Nature Center, 301 Watkins Park Drive in Largo.  From Route 301 or I-495 take Central Ave. (Rte 214) to the intersection with Enterprise Rd. (Rte 193).  Turn south onto Watkins Park Dr. and go ½ mile to the park.  Follow the road all the way to the back to the Nature Center.  We thank the Nature Center Staff for their assistance. For information about the Nature Center, please call 301-218-6702 
Put these dates on your 2010 BUMBA Calendar:

February 4  
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting

February 20
9:30-4:30 MSBA, Howard Co. Fair Grounds 
March 4  
7:00 PM Beginning Bee Class 1
March 11  
7:30 PM Beginning Bee Class 2
March 18  
7:30 PM Beginning Bee Class 3
March 25  
7:30 PM Beginning Bee Class 4
April 1  
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting & Beginning Bee Class 5 
April 8  
7:30 PM Beginning Bee Class 6
April 17  
7:30 PM BUMBA Field Day and Hands-On Training
June 3    
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

August 5    
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

Oct 7     
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

Oct ?
7:30 – 9:30 PM BUMBA Introductory Beekeeping Class, Watkins Park Nature Center
Nov 14

Watkins Park "Green Craft Fair" 

Nov 21, 
9:30-5:00 PM, MSBA, Dept Ag. HQ, Annapolis

Dec 14  
6:00 PM Joint clubs Holiday Party, Watkins Park Nature Center  

Bowie-Upper Marlboro Beekeepers Association Officers

Pres. 
Scott Seccomb
301-868-2086 
scott.seccomb@verizon.net

VP
Leigh Walton
301-577-3088
leiwal@verizon.net

Treas. 
Margie Kreitzer 
301-464-8378
kiota_kem@comcast.net
Sec’y 
Lori Brown
301-884-3384
farmsteadgardens@gmail.com
Editor 
David Morris
301-725-6185 
beefriend@verizon.net

Inspector  
Jerry Fischer 
301-261-8106 ext. 5920
 fischeje@mda.state.md.us

MSBA Pres. 
Paul Dill
(302) 249-1866 (H)
pab192@aol.com
David Morris

BUMBA Editor

9309 Montpelier Drive

Laurel, MD 20708-2553
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Our Next Meeting 


Thursday, April 1, 7:30 PM!


Watkins Park Nature Center 


Elections 


Guest Speaker: Dr. Wayne Esaias


At the next meeting we will be holding our Annual Elections, all offices are up for grabs, President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary. This marks my fifth year as president and it’s time for this old drone to step aside. It’s a little bit of work and a whole lot of fun being president but mostly it’s an honor to run this club. This is your chance to help the beekeeping community by taking an administrative position with BUMBA. 


Monitoring Climate Change with Honey Bees


Dr. Wayne Esaias, of NASA’S Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md, will be our guest speaker. Wayne has been conducting research with the aid of honeybees that is proving insight into urban climate shifts, via honeybee nectar intake. Dr. Esaias’s research proves that the honeybee is a very valuable


(continued on page 2)


( “Our Next Meeting”, continued from page 1)


indicator of things to come. You are sure to be surprised by what his collection of data has uncovered over the years.  His scale program and volunteer reporters network is approaching a nationwide network and he is always looking for more data contributors. During your travels, always keep you eyes pealed for old platform scales that you can pick up for free, or next to it. Come one, come all.  


Splits and Demaree Swarm Control


If we have time after Dr. Esaias’s presentation we talk about splitting and propagating, and cover the Demaree swarm prevention method. As a beekeeper these tools will be your best bet at producing some of the finest colonies in your apiaries. Knowing how to produce your own bees is, beyond a shadow of a doubt, the most important knowledge you could possibly possess as a long term beekeeper who prefers good stock. Packages are expensive and the bees you can produce are better, period! Learn it; love it, as a beekeeper, live by it. 


Scott


(((((((((((((((





The President’s Smoker


Election Reflections


At times I think it’s best to know nothing when you are starting out on a new venture, no preconceived ideas, no clue how it’s going to work out or how to do it. Best to let things take their natural course, and letting the people decide what’s next works very well. All you really need is a hungry mind for learning beekeeping; set the schedule and the rest is a cakewalk. With the exception of the MSBA and a couple other avenues of information, Local Beekeeping Clubs are the driving force behind keeping the importance of beekeeping in the spotlight and the public eye. Beekeeping is not just about keeping a box or two of bees in your backyard, it’s about doing your part, it is about the bees. We encourage you to sign up for a position so that we may better serve the beekeeping community, as a whole, moving forward. !


I urge anyone who has the desire to learn beekeeping to step to the front and give it your best shot; I guarantee you will be astounded and inspired by what you will learn as president of this fine organization. 


Cory, you can come back now, I won’t be up there yelling anymore. 


(continued on page 2)





(“President’s Smoker”, continued from page 1)


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!


This year we were fortunate enough to increase the size of our beekeeping community by 53 new “potential”  beekeepers. I say potential because not everyone who takes the program is here to actually keep honeybees. I have issued fair warning to those who might still reside on the fence. If you are still considering keeping bees this year, but for one reason or another haven’t committed by ordering bees and equipment and/or feel you “need to know more” before you undertake what “seems like” such a complicated and overwhelming activity, you might want to stay away from the field day! What typically happens is once a fence sitter discovers how incredibly fascinating it is to work with, handle and observe honey bees, they go into a unexplainable, state of frenzied panic trying to locate bees for sale and get some equipment together so they can get in on the action. This happens every year and fortunately for you, BUMBA has anticipated this phenomenon and usually has a nuc or two around to assist in your treatment and ultimately affect a cure and a complete recovery. 


BUMBA and its members take great pride and honor in welcoming the following new beekeepers to our ranks!


Douglas Anderson 	Renata Anderson 	Emily Benner


Marjorie Bennett 	Bill Bernard 	Richard Bonnett


Leslie Bradley 	Todd, Helen and Sarah Cymrot 


Artie Bray	Robert Daniels 	Kate Davison,


Nathan Santry 	Michael Duvall 	Cheryl Evry


David and Diane Etherton	Kenley Farmer 


Robert Fireovid 	Stacey Havard 	Debby Heyes 


Lizzy Jenny	Anni Karuimbo	Peri Lane


Stephanie Laporte	Deanna and Arthur Lutz 


Heather Marsh 	Jay Thomas 	Karen McDonald 


Sean Mckenzie 	Kelly Moss 	Thor Nelson 


Cathy Maulsby 	Patrick Nolan 	Chris Ousley


Steve and Debbie Priebe 	Felicia Sallis 


John Schertler 	Ruth Yamamoto 	Martha Schmidt


Robert Smith	Mike Snow 	Rob Norris 


Myda Snyder 	Robbie Sines 	Brian Wisotzkey


Beth Wisotzkey 	Jonathon Young and Jonathon C. and April Young.  


BUMBA is Your Organization! It exists solely to educate the public and support all your beekeeping efforts. Above all, our main energy is directed towards assisting you and helping to ensure your success in keeping your honeybees healthy and thriving, year after year. Whether you thought it would be neat to have a colony in your garden to help the environment and your vegetables, or whether you want to produce honey and possibly dabble in migratory beekeeping, BUMBA has members that have done just about everything that can be done with honeybees. You have a vast pool of knowledge to draw upon, if we don’t know the answer, technique or procedure, we probably know someone who does. That’s the greatest thing about beekeeping, everyone is willing to share their knowledge and most of that information comes from years and years of experience. Any time you have a question, need advice, or want to run an idea by someone, all you have to do is call or email any BUMBA member. Welcome to what will probably be the most intriguing and beneficial journey you have ever embarked on. Best of luck! And remember; you are either ahead of, or behind your honeybees, and always keep an eye on the weather!


Scott Seccomb


BUMBA President 


p.s. Thanks for having me and Thank You to everyone who makes this great club thrive!


(((((((((((((((





BUMBA 2010 FIELD DAY


April 17, 10:00AM to 5:00PM


7804 Woodyard Road, Clinton Md. 20735 


(rain or shine, unless it’s a typhoon)


 The 2010 BUMBA Field Day will be held at Scott Seccomb’s apiary. BUMBA member and professional caterer Peter L’Heureux will be catering this event again. The menu is not out yet, but rest assured it will be some mighty fine fare. The cost is $10 per person and $15 per family. BUMBA will supply the drinks and dinnerware or bring what you want. Directions to the field day are below.


Directions to Scott’s Apiary 


(H 301-868-2086 C 301-580-8031)


PLEASE PARK IN THE FIELD, NOT IN THE DRIVEWAY


From Route 301


Take Md. Route 4 west (towards DC) to route 223, the Woodyard Road exit. At the bottom of the ramp turn left onto Woodyard Road. (South) Go about 2.5 miles and at the third stop light veer right, (this is still Woodyard Rd.) After you go around 3 sharp S turns, you will see Don Drive on the right and TALL PINE TREES AHEAD ON THE LEFT. Just on the other side of the pine trees is a small field and a gate. 


From Md. Route 5


Take Woodyard Road towards Upper Marlboro/ Mellwood. Go past the Dash In gas station at the 4-way light and continue until you see Resurrection Cemetery on the right. After the 7th house on the right, past the cemetery and across from Tanglewood Plant Nursery, is a small field and a gate. 


Drive through the gate and come back by the house and park anywhere you want.  





UMD MARYLAND DAY


April 24, 10AM to 4 PM


With the assistance of our own Nikki Thompson, Maryland Day is on April 24 from 10AM to 4 PM at the University of Maryland, College Park Campus.  This is always a great event for everyone. BUMBA will have a table full of literature and an observation hive outside the Animal Sciences Building. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS to staff this event and help out with the high volume of visitors. For more information you can access their Maryland Day page at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.marylandday.umd.edu/" ��http://www.marylandday.umd.edu/� or email Nikki at � HYPERLINK "mailto:nthomps1@umd.edu" ��nthomps1@umd.edu�. This event is always jam packed, good food, good folks and something for everyone from kids to farmers, a real worthwhile experience, so come help out and enjoy the day!
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