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Our Next Meeting 

Thursday, June 3, 7:30 PM!

Watkins Park Nature Center

At our next meeting we will be covering a range of topics. We will get to hear our own, young, Greta Forbes describe her award-winning STEM (science fair) project on propolis and hive sanitation. Leigh Walton will discuss what beekeeping activities we should be doing in the Spring and Summer. And, we will all be sharing our interests and experiences, and making some of our own equipment.  There should be something for every level of experience! 

BUMBA supported two events this spring, through the generous efforts of some of our members.  For Maryland Day on April 24, Scott Seccomb brought the loaded-up observation hive and all the fancy club display boards and sample hive products; Nikki Thompson, Debbie Heyes, John Schertler, Linda Thompson and I talked to crowds of interested adults and kids for hours.  We had a great time!  The next month, on May 15, a group of dedicated BUMBA members manned a table at the A-May-Zing Animal Feat at the Bladensburg Water Park, where Toni Burnham provided the prized observation hive and the displays were set up. Toni Burnham, Linda Thompson, Nikki Thompson, Melli Landon, and Leigh Walton answered question after question.  The queen bee even did her part by laying in the observation hive!  These public events are some of the most important community contributions we can make, helping to educate the public, increase their support of beekeepers, and inspiring some to take up beekeeping themselves.  We all should thank these folks for donating their time and efforts to the cause! 

I hope to see everyone at the meeting!

Tony Drake

President
The President’s Smoker

“Lifting these hive bodies is killing my back!”  Ever said that?  Or perhaps, “How are ya supposed to see eggs in those little cells in weak light”?  There are many beekeeping nuisances on my list; surely everyone has a list of their own.  The supply companies have a lot of gimmicks and gizmos to sell us to reduce the nuisances.  I bet that even a few of them are worth their cost, but then there’s the junk.  I’m convinced we can do better than that.  It’s easy to just accept the old ways; after all, they’ve been in use a long time.  Perhaps until we get a little experience under our belts, that is the wise thing to do.  On the other hand, you know how little kids ask “why” about darn near everything their parents do?  As annoying as that is, sometimes the parents get stumped, because they stopped questioning  everything since they were kids themselves.  Shouldn’t we be questioning our gear, our processes, our efficiencies, our means for quality?  Of course, there is a practical limit to how much energy we can expend on thinking how to make our beekeeping easier, cheaper, or faster.  Nonetheless, with all the keepers in the club, there are probably imaginative ideas coming out of our heads all the time.  What’s on *your* list?  Okay, maybe you aren’t handy with building things, but you have a good idea or two.  I’d like to start a list of ideas from our club members, and let the “makers” get inspiration from them.  I’ll take them from any source, meetings, yahoo groups, emails, phone calls, you name it.  Then I’ll find some way to share them so the makers can get inspired, and share their results.  Here are some ideas from my own nuisance list; start thinking about yours!  (Some partial or full solutions may exist already, but they need to be propolis, honey, and bee proof!)

· Some way to pick up heavy hive bodies single handedly, without risking your back

· A way to split propolised woodenware apart without damaging it

· A lighted magnifying viewer to inspect the “finer points” of frames, like eggs or possible EFB

· Lightweight portable tables to set top boxes on while inspecting bottoms, with minimal bee squishing

· A wax collection container for scrapped burr comb that won’t get impossibly sticky

· Better ventilation under a veil when in the heat of the summer

· A camera “carrier” for quick, easy digital shots of hive frames with preset focus and framing

· A way to get excess honey off hands/gloves in the middle of the work session in the field

· A hanging frame for temporarily stacking all hive parts during a breakdown that won’t squish bees

· A quick and cheap way to weigh a hive body to see if there is enough food in it for winter

· A foolproof way to light a smoker quickly, even for the klutzes among us

· An easier/quicker way to determine mite load than traditional methods

· A less labor-intensive way to clean wax than multiple meltings/washings
Thanks for having me and Thank You to everyone who makes this great club thrive!

Tony Drake

BUMBA President 
The Mystery Honey

Bob Cory, Former MD Bee Inspector
April 17th, 2010, middle of the month, a beautiful day for the BUMBA annual picnic and 'hands on' for the new beekeepers from the BUMBA short course. Scott Seccomb, our host, prevailed on me to demonstrate the Demaree method of swarm control or splitting for colony increase. Scott had several colonies to be checked for swarm signs, i.e., look for developing queen cells on the bottom of frames of the top chamber of a colony that had not been reversed. The Demaree plan, so called has been mentioned in bee literature since about 1885 when G. W. Demaree mentioned it in the bee journals. Look it up for details. 

Scott suggested I look at the first colony in a row located in the backyard. I started the demo by lighting my smoker then deferred to Dave Morris who went through a nice check off list of things to do when inspecting a bee colony. I then resumed my part of the show by commenting that Scott had put two honey supers on before they were needed and that they would only get in the way when tipping up the top brood box to look for queen building signs on the bottom of the frames in the top box. To my amazement, the top super had a good weight to it and the second super appeared to be nearly full! In my 45 years of beekeeping, I had only on two other occasions seen supers full of honey by the middle of April. The first time was on an Amish farm when tracheal mites were at their peak in St. Mary's County. I had previously inspected his neighbor's bees and all of the colonies had died (dead-outs) with obvious signs of robbed out honey combs. Much to his delight, he had 3 supers of honey on each of his three colonies. He was the only one in the area who had treated his colonies with a combination of Crisco and menthol. Obviously, his bees had taken his neighbor's honey. 

The second instance was a fellow who had removed his honey in late autumn and stored it in his partially constructed garage (no doors). Before travelling most of the winter, he supered up his two colonies with several empty supers. When I arrived in Mid-April to inspect his colonies he was present and elated when we found his supers full of honey. After a few questions we decided to inspect his supers in the garage. You guessed it, they were all empty! His bees had reclaimed their honey. 
Back to the demo, my first reaction was that Scott had set me up for a good laugh but he swears complete ignorance as to where the honey came from. After discussing it we decided his bees had located a dead-out colony somewhere and had brought the honey home. How much good fortune could a person have! 
[Proves you should have supers on early, Bob, or you will miss that good fortune!- Jerry] 
“ALA CORY” - Do They Really Do That?

Scott Seccomb

Let’s think back for a minute to April 17, the BUMBA Field Day, and that “too strong” colony, “Ala Cory”

I knew it was doing well considering it never needed feeding over the winter or come springtime. And I knew it had a spring ‘09 produced queen in it, so it should be fresh and ready to go. What I didn’t expect was 50 pounds of honey on it in the middle of April!

One day when I was home I noticed a swarm coming out. When it finally landed, it was about 55 feet up in a tree on a horizontal limb an inch in diameter. That morning, before the swarm, I took the beginning weight of this colony. After the swarm I took it again and then two more times that day, why 4 times you ask? In the morning it weighed 199 pounds, after the swarm it weighed 194. This was a nice swarm not only evidenced by the scale weight but by the mass on the limb. It was about ten inches in diameter and over 18” long, a true 4 or 5 pounder. Time for another colony I guess, only number 15 now; can someone call Jane and tell her to stop this crazy thing? 
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So I grab the old rickety 10 foot step ladder, the garden hose and a ten foot piece of pipe, taped the hose to the pipe, stood at the top of the ladder and narrowed the gap between me and the high flyer by 25 feet. I figured if I could soak them with water and hassle them bad enough, perhaps the queen would fall down to a lower limb and then I could repeat the process until I could get my hands on this beauty. Well after my 10 minute ladder top ballet with the pipe and hose, the water was just barely reaching them, I was soaked to the bone and the swarm was no worse for wear. Next up, the throw line. It’s amazing how good you can get winging a line around a wet chunk of tree branch after about 30 tries, even atop a ten foot stepladder. (The wrist rocket and the ¾” nut trick didn’t work out too well, judging by the big welt on the back of my left hand when I miss fired). Naturally the sun was beaming down right behind the swarm and blinding me; the ladder was on uneven ground, sinking in, and rocking like a ship in a nor’easter. I couldn’t waste any time rounding up boards for ladder shims and watch this swarm fly off. (This is where notes might come in handy, more on that later) Oh, and I forgot to mention that, if the weight on the line doesn’t catch a limb, it becomes a guided missile usually aiming for your forehead on the trip back down. Well, after what would appear to most people, as a drunk on a ladder having a stroke while being tasered at the same time, I finally got it over the right limb (perseverance is KEY in beekeeping, right?) tightened it up a bit and gave it a good rip. 
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The swarm dropped almost whole, split up about 15 feet over my head and completely drenched me from head to toe in bees. They were everywhere! Note to self: HEY YOU DUMMY, next time you’re gonna rip a big old swarm out of a tree, BRING A VEIL! So here I am, on top of this ladder covered in bees thinking about a couple things, like better take a look around to see if anyone saw that and plan my escape should the big guys in the little white coats show up. After the coast was clear, I VERY, VERY (can’t type this word enough here) carefully climbed down the ladder. I stood there a bit with thousands of bees on me scenting, trying to figure out just what my next, hopefully more insightful move might be. I glanced down at the apiary and noticed the front of the too strong “ala Cory” colony was starting to fill up with bees; the rest were going home. I DID IT! So very, very, carefully, I shimmied on over there in the hope the bees would just fly off of me to the colony. I stood there a bit and one by one they were leaving, but most of them weren’t having it. On I went with the drunken, stroke, taser dance and I managed to shudder most of them off of me while jumping up and down and flailing all about. (Another quick white coat check). Mission accomplished, the swarm is home, back to normal life.    
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Later that afternoon, I walked down to the hive and noticed a clump of bees on the ground (this is where reading those notes I mentioned might have come it handy). As I dug through it with my fingers, I spotted the queen in the ball (a clipped queen), so I grabbed her, put her in an old cage that came with someone’s package, threw in some attendant bees, tied it to a stick, and hung it in the air. When I came back later that evening, I had a nice little 1/2 pound icicle swarm hanging there. “Perfect.” I thought, “just what I need to make a colony queen-right after a nuc was removed from it; so in the queen went with a newspaper combine. Had I checked my notes, I would have seen that the queen in that colony was clipped, and probably would have just picked her up, caged her, took her to the tree and collected the whole swarm that evening a few feet off the ground. I could have done without all those pesky little thoughts and visions of impending medical assistance while dancing on top of that ladder; they were messing up my aim. There were so many bees in, and on the front of, this colony, I was thinking they could make 300 pounds. It wasn’t meant to be. Even during the cool nights, when it dipped into the 50’s, the outside of the colony still had about a pound of bees “hanging out”. There just wasn’t any room left inside. And then I harkened back to the field day, when Cory said, “Too strong.”

Earlier that very day, I had Demarred and clipped the queen’s wing in the colony on the other scale at the other end of the apiary, the one on the far left. The next day it swarmed too. But the bees never left the front of the colony; so, I knew there had to be a queen in that pile somewhere since I just clipped her the day before. I dug down through them and picked her up, set her on the entrance board, and in she went with all the workers following behind. I was just barely ahead of this one, only by one day, and I should have thought a little harder before I put that queen back in. 

So now I have 2 colonies on scales that have swarmed and returned. I’m thinking big time honey now! 

There are also 2 other colonies in the apiary that had just been newly queened with beekeeper produced and placed queen cells, a week or so before, and they are flying hard, setting up shop. Hopefully the cells will work out.

They say that foraging activity will taper to a slow crawl just before they swarm, the usual activity that takes place in the hive, foraging included. They kind of fly lazy-like and bounce around when they’re coming in, with no real super busy foraging attitude. A few bees can usually be seen on the landing board discussing their departure plans and ETA. Meanwhile, the foragers are in the mindset of “it doesn’t really matter, we have plenty of food in here now. No need to work too hard ‘cause we’ll all be leaving soon anyways and provisions for the colony to carry on have already been met.” Days before a swarm, it seems that they are already dividing mentally, perhaps as many as 10 days ahead or more of the actual issue of the swarm.  This became very obvious in the days ahead when I compared the activity and the weights of the two scale colonies that swarmed, to the activity of the two newly queened colonies that are setting up shop. 

Before the too strong colony, “ala Cory”, swarmed it weighed 199, after the swarm it weighed 194, after the swarm returned and at the end of the day it weighed 207; a natural nectar gain of 8 pounds. The next day was the biggest gain of the year, 15 pounds. Looks like I’m on the right track with this clipping thing, keeping them home and making lots of honey.

The scale colony at the other end, the one on the far left, weighed 144 pounds. After the swarm re-entered, at the end of the day, it weighed 144.5, a natural gain of only .5 pounds. In the five days before the swarm issued, this colony bought in a total of 44.5 pounds, but intake was decreasing rapidly as the swarm issue day approached. It went from 16 pounds intake 5 days before the swarm, to 3.5 pounds intake the day before, to .5 pounds intake the day of and after the swarm, with all the bees and the queen home. For the 5 days following the swarm, the colony only put on 7 pounds (with the clipped queen back in). 

The “too strong” colony’s intake was up there too, in the 5 days preceding the swarm. For the 5 days following the issue and return of the swarm (remember their queen and small swarm was given to a nuc, and the queen in  the colony on the left was helped back in), this colony put on 47.5 pounds and then tapered off. Now I know why. Compared this to the colony on the left that only put on 7 pounds with the queen returned. 

Pheromones are definitely playing a role here and possibly confusing them. I can feel their mindset: “The queen is gone; let’s get busy working for the new queen”, versus: “This colony still smells the same; I thought she left; now we have to figure out our division strategy out all over again. Nope, don’t you girls go anywhere; we have division business to take care of.”  

In the days ahead I was honed in on entrance activity. You would think that those super strong colonies would be flying with all they have, but in this case nothing could be farther from the truth. The “too strong” colony was barely doing anything after the big five day post swarm nectar intake. Little did I know at the time that it would swarm again in another 8 days; 13 days swarm to swarm. Although the weather had turned a bit chilly and the black locust was drawing to a close with clover coming in, the 2 colonies with freshly hatched queens (I am assuming they hatched out, haven’t looked yet) were flying up a storm, while the two, now, super strong scale colonies were barely flying at all; queen or not, they just weren’t flying. The left hand colony was trying to figure out their new swarm/division tactics with the queen back home, and the “too strong” really over populated colony was preparing to swarm again. Remember, every other colony that had any strength was flying very hard at this time.
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Enter swarm #2 from the “too strong” colony, no more than 13 days after the first swarm. This one was a monster, about 9 pounds.

No wonder the too strong colony wasn’t flying, they were getting ready to swarm again with a virgin queen. This time, however, not only did a swarm issue, the one that did was a combination of the first queen-less swarm that returned home and the newly divided population of that now much over-crowded colony that wasn’t expecting them back. Bottom line to me seems that it’s not only losing the field force that cuts back on your honey harvest, it’s also the psychological division of the “one civilization” within the colony that took them days to figure out as the daily nectar intake numbers were dropping, and took them days to figure out again after the queen returned home. Once they go back home again with the same set of pheromone (like the colony on the left where the queen was allowed to return) they have to figure it all out again, so there is another 5 days of confusion within the colony and additional decreased nectar intake. 

If these days of psychological sorting and inactivity fall during the height of the flow (Murphy’s Law), when 10 to 20 pounds or more could come in per day, that’s 5 to 10 days or more (both sides of the swarm) of decreased intake and a major nectar/honey hit. (They are flying less before the swarm and then they have to re-group after the swarm and start flying again). The “too strong” colony on the right, where the queen was captured and used to re-queen another queen-less colony (nuc was sold) amassed 56 pounds between swarms. Seems they really bring in the nectar when they are trying to get their house in order, raising young for the next queen, and building up to their eventual departure. It would also appear that if you could swap out pheromones two or three times during the flow, assuming you had many, many, buns in the oven for future foragers (between queens) you could control swarming to a better degree and enhance your harvest. You would have to have very strong colonies at the end of March and queen cells (your own, not the colonies) on the way. By the time you moved the old queen out, the new cell in, she emerges and gets bred, all the old brood should be hatched out and the new queen can start laying. Granted it will take another 30 days for those new eggs to start foraging, but in the mean time, that older field force is flying hard bringing in food and rearing them, and the middle round of replacements (brood yet to hatch) aren’t far behind the forager ranks to replace the originals. 8 frames of brood, minimum, would be necessary to pull this off well enough to retain a large population during the pheromone swap. Timing for this queen/cell swap would have to be just before the brood hatches, near the end of the cycle, but before they go into psychological swarm/division preparation, like when you start seeing cups being worked, or just before. 

While the nectar intake on the 2 scale colonies dwindled after the five days, post swarm, the other two colonies in the center, building up with the new queen cells, were flying like gangbusters. So the intake decrease with the scale hives was not a nectar availability issue, they just weren’t flying. One was resorting themselves after the queen mysteriously showed back up for another swarm, and the ala “too strong” colony was preparing to swarm again, a mass exodus. “Too strong” they said. 

Colony management is knowing when to stay out; honey production is knowing when to go in.

Photos of Scott’s tale are in the email version on the Yahoo web site. The editor

CLUB PROGRAMS

  BUMBA has several programs initiated over the years. and we are always looking for members to get involved not only for assistance, but to better your knowledge as well.  Please get in touch with a club officer if you would like more information on about a program. Program participation always makes you a much better beekeeper. They are like additional classes for free and serve the beekeeping community in so many important ways.

Nuc Production/Queen Rearing Program  

Mentoring Program

Educational Programs

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM SPONSORS NEEDED

BUMBA now has several educational events that we host during the course of the year. This is without a doubt the most important activity any grass roots organization can provide. If you have ever volunteered at one of these events, I am sure you were amazed at how little the general public knew about honey bees and how amazed they were when you answered a couple of their questions. Through these events, we educate the public, grow the clubs in the area and provide for the future of the honey bee and the continued existence of ourselves.

A few of these events are sponsored by our clubs collective effort. Other venues are small enough that a single member could be in charge of it. All that’s involved is making initial contact with the location, asking what facilities and supplies they have available (tables, chairs, tents, food, area(s) for slide shows presentations, etc.) getting another club volunteer and doing the show. It’s a little bit of work and a whole lot of fun, a great way to spend some time educating the public!

BUMBA Educational Librarian Needed

With all the educational programs we have running throughout the year, it seems prudent to have a club member in charge of overseeing our educational materials. This includes the observation hive, educational billboards, our club displays and other small materials. We need someone centrally located around the Bowie / Greenbelt / Lanham area to house these materials. If you have a little room to store these items where they won’t be damaged and can pass them out to our members when they are hosting an event, it would much more convenient for our members instead of driving all the way to my house to pick them up.    Thanks, Scott Seccomb.

Electronic Newsletter

As with all organizations cost cutting is always on the table. One way we reduce our expenses is by eliminating the printed newsletter mailed 6 times a year at a cost of roughly $1 per newsletter. I am sure some of us use it as a reminder to come to the meetings. People who don’t have email, of course, continue to receive it. If you are willing to depend on email delivery, please inform our editor, David Morris, via email. Help keep club $$’s in the bank for club activities.

BUMBA Web Site!

Check out the club web site maintained by Toni Burnham, www.bumbabees.com. You will find meeting schedules, newsletters, and now have a membership short course application forms and information (payments are still by mail or at a meeting.) We need content, pictures, ideas, suggestions and help with administration.. If you have any interesting photos to add to the photo gallery, send them with a short description or story to Toni at phang@tonitoni.org. Please be mindful of the file size and resize any large files before you send them. 

YAHOO News Group

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/BUMBABEE/  

Sign up, check it out, see how much help it can really be. Make it better. Add materials. Post questions, photos, links to web pages or files you would like to share with your fellow beekeepers.  Members receive automatic email notices of meeting and the BUMBA newsletter.
Honey and Bees “In The News”

Howard County Beekeeping Legislation - Coming Soon
Dear Friends of HCBA,

Please save the date - Monday, June 21, 2010.

Howard County Council members, Mary Kay Sigaty and Greg Fox, intend to pre-file legislation by May 27, for introduction on June 7, to put forth allowing beekeeping in the New Town zoning district in Howard County. Mary Kay and Greg intend to move Zoning Regulation Amendment (ZRA-117) forward as legislation to the County Council. 

A public hearing will be held on Monday, June 21 beginning at 7:30 pm. It will be important to have testimony presented at the public hearing, and more information will be forthcoming on this hearing. Your support at this hearing would be greatly appreciated as it was in November 2009 at the Planning and Zoning Board hearing.

Following the public hearing, the County Council will hold a work session on Monday, June 28 beginning at 4:30 pm. This work session is open to the public to attend. 

Please share this information with those you know are interested. We encourage non beekeepers to offer testimony supporting Howard County being eco-friendly.  Look for more information in early June about the specific legislation and further information on the public hearing on June 21st. 

A strategy meeting will be held by Howard County Beekeepers Assoc. on Tuesday, June 15 at 7:00 pm. at the Dining Hall, Howard County Fairgrounds to address any outstanding questions and concerns you are also very welcome to attend this meeting too. 

For further information on events beekeepers in Howard County have recently participated to promote and educate the public on beekeeping, please also visit the following websites:  www.howardcountybeekeepers.org & www.dontsqueezethebees.org
Sincerely,

Janice Asato

President, HCBA

D.C Beekeepers Organizing

dcbeekeepers.org
Toni Burnham is a beekeeper with enthusiasm. As a resident of the District of Columbia, a jurisdiction that only allows beekeeping on land isolated from residential areas,  she finds these restrictions stifling. New York City just lifted its century-old ban on beekeeping, why shouldn’t the District be equally enlightened. To find support and like-minded beekeepers, and non-beekeepers who understand and appreciate the importance of honey bees and how exaggerated their danger is, she is forming a beekeeping organization in the District.

If you are interested in joining, or know someone with an interest in beekeeping in the District, direct them to the new web site. dcbeekeepers.org, or email Toni at dcbees@dcbeekeepers.org 

FREE STATE Bee Supply

Your local bee supply dealer

Please be sure to call ahead to set up a time to visit!  Contact Dave or Laura Polk at 301-580-9313. 

As always, thanks for your continued support!

Dave and Laura Polk
MSBA Spring Meeting 
June 12, 2010, 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

Univ. of Md., College Park
Dr. Robert Danka, Baton Rouge Bee Lab

Swarm and Structural Removal Specialist, Cindy Bee
The Maryland State Beekeepers Association (www.msbeea.org)  Spring meeting will take place once at the University of Maryland/College Park Plant Sciences building, Saturday, June 12, 2010 from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. We are pleased to once again be the guests of the UMD Entomology Department, and to welcome the public.

Speakers this meeting will feature Dr. Robert Danke of USDA/ARS Baton Rouge, whose research is on the cutting edge of honeybee mite resistance. Two of his current projects, “Improving Honey Bee Health, Survivorship, and Pollination Availability,” and “Development and Use of Mite Resistance Traits in Honey Bee Breeding” are relevant to our efforts to breed survivor and VSH (Varroa Sensitive Hygiene) local stocks. Some of Dr. Danka’s research considers VSH stocks as an alternative to the use of miticides, and looks into the genetic building blocks of mite resistance. He has also studied Africanized bees and genetic resistance to tracheal mites. 

From an impressive history in practical and professional beekeeping, we also welcome Cindy Bee, of Bee’s Honey Bee Removal, in Atlanta, Ga.. Cindy is said to be the only full-time “live bee rescue” person in the state of Georgia. She is a lifelong beekeeper, the author of an upcoming book on bee removal and structural extraction (due in September), and was the 2006 Georgia Beekeeper of the Year. She has also spoken at EAS and in a recent Brushy Mountain Bee Farm online webinar on urban beekeeping. 

There will be a noontime auction! Your unwanted beekeeping items and donated hive products are welcome. Come to clear your garage, or pick up a bargain! Contact Toni Burnham, MSBA VP,  at dcbees@dcbeekeepers.org for information about donating.

Other speakers will cover using Internet and social networking tools to build your bee business, led by Rich Lord of the Carroll County Beekeepers Assoc.; an update on the “Don’t Squeeze the Bees” Program to fight zoning restrictions on beekeeping in Howard County; a panel on Small Hive beetle, and a presentation from the National Capital Lyme Foundation on how you can prevent and address tick-borne illness, an increasing risk to beekeepers in our area.
Parking is free at the Regents garage, as are refreshments. You can bring your own lunch or order a sandwich on arrival.
More details on our website at www.msbeea.org. 
Tell it to the Bees

There is an old European beekeeping tradition that when the beekeeper died, the bees had to be told, or else they would leave. With this, we mark the passing of another beekeeper.

I am sad to report the passing of  Alan Fiala, beekeeper, retired astronomer, and frequent attendee of Maryland and EAS events, in addition to the Virginia groups where he was based.  His brother posted the sad news to Alan's Facebook account on May 26.

The memorial service for Alan will be 10:00am on Tues 6/1 at Murphy Funeral Home, 1102 W. Broad, Falls Church, VA. Contributions in Alan's memory can be made to Post-Polio Health International, 4207 Lindell Blvd #110, St. Louis MO 63108-2930. Their web site is www.post-polio.org .

Marc Hoffman, MCBA

What are Your Bees Doing This Month

David Morris

Questions welcome at beefriend@verizon.net

Emails have been buzzing on BUMBA’s Yahoo service.  This is a great way to ask questions and get answers. Even when you get all the answers from the multiple replies, you still may need to sort out which advice best applies to your situation.  Here is an excerpted sample of some of the questions asked, and answers.

Brian/May 8: “Today I re-enter my hive for the second time since I installed them.  One hive has about 3 full frames drawn, with all brood, larvae, eggs - pretty cool looking.  My other hive is just a machine - they're working on their fifth frame now, and they have about three frames (almost 4) stacked completely with capped brood!!  But, they are very disorganized, in that I found 3 sections in which they've gone wacky and created burr comb.  I wasn't really sure about how to handle it other than clear it out - which I felt bad about doing,,  honey/nectar was everywhere..  I thought I'd send ya some pictures of that burr comb, and just wanted to ask you for confirmation that indeed this is the way to handle burr comb.?.? “ 

Scott/May 30: “Just scrape the "flaps" of comb off and leave it on the entrance for them to salvage the liquid from, leave as much of the comb that they have drawn directly from the foundation as possible. Put these frames back in between other frames that are fully drawn, this might help curb this problem.”

Brian/May 30: “Thank you very much for that advice Scott.  I read a lot last night and this morning trying to find something that said clearly what to do - and I know what the books said and what we talked about in class,,, but my brain still said make sure.  I'm gonna go back in and carefully perform burr comb surgery today, and I'm gonna face those sides to a correctly drawn frames and see what I get.  Also - I think I found the makings of a swarm cell - that I guess I should cut out as well.?.  I definitely don't want a swarm! “ 

Lisa/May 31: “OK well here's another thought I just had . Why not let a hive that is brand new make disorganized burr comb, as long as they can store reserves in it, and leave it in there for them over the winter? If you're not harvesting, then why be so concerned about perfect comb? Will it inhibit the amount of honey/pollen they can store?  Sometimes I think it's best leaving some things alone.  

Or....another thing I heard recently on the organic beekeepers yahoo list is that bees like their hives situated facing south/southeast and will build their combs in a manner than corresponds with the sunrise. I don't know from personal experience, but it's an interesting question.” 

Bob/May 31: “On occasion I've had a colony that seemed to insist on building out vertical burr ribbons down the frames at right angles to the foundation and turned them 90 degrees with some success in getting things straightened out. Another thing that can help if they are not drawing plastic foundation well is to melt some wax and apply an additional coat of beeswax to the plastic with a paint brush before giving it to the bees. They really do draw wax foundation better than plastic, but plastic is a lot better if you do suffer a weak hive and wax worms get to working in it. Some times you just seem to have stupid bees, and scraping the foundation down and possibly re-queening are all you can do. It is far better not to leave burr ribbons or what I call "cow's tongues" which is when they build a 2-sided natural comb along the foundation in the side of the frame but leave a bee space between it and the foundation. Your queen will invariably be back in there out of sight every time you want to find her. And every time you work the hive and remove the frames with burr (or excessive brace comb) on them you will kill some workers or roll the queen, and uncap honey which will soon cause robbing and general kaos as you are trying to work them...it is much better to have nice evenly drawn frames with just a little brace comb here and there. Ahh...if only the little gals would co-operate, right?  Stay with the plan of removing burr and brace until you get 20 nicely drawn frames. With TBH they will have a tendency to curve the comb and those keepers will want to stay on top of keeping them building straight down the guide or they will soon have a real problem pulling bars. The bees in some instances will even curve over and cross under from one bar to the next, so some vigilance will have to be maintained while getting those combs drawn as well.”
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Here’s my 2-cents worth: The foundation is plastic, the bees tend to reject it unless it is well coated with beeswax. Kim Flottum, in book “The Backyard Beekeeper”, has some good  photos of waxing the plastic foundation in a manner that just adds the beeswax to the tops of the preformed hexagonal cells. The extra wax gives the bees something to work with right away and encourages them to work directly on the foundation. Pure beeswax foundation rarely has this problem. This is the fault of the manufacturer for not applying enough wax during manufacture. Do you see the very shallow capped honey cells? Extracting that will not be fun. And how do you extract burr comb? You cut it off and squeeze, just like it was done before movable frames.

You have to scrape down the burr comb, and the sooner the better. Yes, you could just “let it bee”, then what? Each frame will be connected to its neighbor. Inspection of brood and queen laying patterns becomes impossible. Disease can develop without your knowing it, admittedly normally not a problem on new equipment in the first year. When you do try to clean up the mess next year, instead of two or three frames stuck together, you have six or eight. How do you undo this mess without killing lots of brood and spilling lots of honey?  Take a look at this photo and see how the honey [image: image8.jpg]


comb was attached to the frame in the upper left of the previous photo. You can see how the honey comb is broken and the bees are licking up the spill. Your best option is to put the messed up box on the bottom and in late February or early March, when the cluster is in the top brood chamber, remove the bottom box, which should be mostly empty, scrape it down, paint it with beeswax, and place it on top of the, now single deep, colony.
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There are some who suggest that bees in the wild tend to align their comb with the magnetic field; but there is no definitive evidence of this. Wild comb is normally wavy; curves add strength to structures, have you ever seen a beautiful sine curve brick wall? Curvy frames and foundations might be a fun project, but not very utilitarian. 

Finally, the queen cell. If the bees were making a queen cell two weeks after introduction that would be a sign of a very poor queen. Either she is a poor egg layer, is not producing enough pheromones to control the hive, or was injured in transit (bees will nip off a foreign queen’s pheromone producing footpads while she is trapped in a cage). 
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It is common for bees to replace the queen that arrives in the package. The problem is that she is not their sister, or even half-sister, and the bees know it. If the queen is a good egg layer, and has a surfeit of queenly pheromones, she should be able to “keep the hive in line” long enough for her brood to begin to hatch out, at which point she becomes surrounded by her daughters. This is why creating a small nuc, letting it develop brood, and then combining with a large colony tends to work well. The small, weak, nuc, will keep the queen in order to survive. By the time it gets strong enough to think about replacing the queen, if they do so it will not be because they are unrelated, it will be because she is a poor queen. 

This photo was taken May 28 (according to the file data). That makes the hive about 6 weeks old, from I can gather from the emails. The hive is very slow and weak. The cell in question is still a “Queen Cup”. It is not a queen cell until an egg is laid in it, and judging by the shape, I’m betting no egg has been laid in it yet. That does not 
mean they hive won’t swarm, but most likely, it will supersede the queen; that is, replace it without swarming, under non-emergency conditions. Swarm cells make the best queens; emergency cells make the worst. Supersedure cells fall in between. If the hive supersedes the queen this is a good time, with lots of drones and a good nectar flow. Let the bees replace the queen naturally.

2010 Beekeeping Activities & Dates

BUMBA 2010 SCHEDULE

Underlined events are held at Watkins Nature Center. 

JUNE 3, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 
JUNE ?, Greenbelt Farmers Market
AUG 2-6, Eastern Apicultural Society, Boone, NC
AUG 5, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 
SEPT  MSBA Meeting; 
OCTOBER 7, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 

OCTOBER ?, Patuxent Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
OCTOBER  BUMBA Fall Intro Class 
NOVEMBER 20, MSBA Meeting, Annapolis, MD
NOVEMBER ?, Watkins Park, Green Craft Fair, Trash to Treasure Day 
NOVEMBER ?, “The Buzz at Hard Bargain Farm”, Accokeek
 DECEMBER 14, 6:00 PM Holiday Party 

One Last Word: DUES!                                                Notice of your dues will either be on your label or in your email message
E

very club needs a little money to keep it going.  Although BUMBA is solvent, dues are needed to cover meeting room rental, speakers, refreshments and the newsletter.  BUMBA has raised its annual dues to $15.  So we hope you’ll remember to bring your cash or check to the next meeting.  Margie loves to find checks in the mailbox.  Send your dues check to:

Mail $15  to Margie Krietzer, BUMBA Treas., 3816 IRONGATE LN., BOWIE, MD, 20715-1420

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________________
ST _______
ZIP ____________________

TELEPHONE: _________________________  EMAIL: ____________________________________

( Check if you are willing to help out with a club activity or program

( Check if you do not want your name and address published in a BUMBA member directory.

BUMBA Meeting Location – Watkins Park Nature Center

BUMBA annual dues are $15.  Our regular meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the even months (except December) at the Watkins Park Nature Center, 301 Watkins Park Drive in Largo.  From Route 301 or I-495 take Central Ave. (Rte 214) to the intersection with Enterprise Rd. (Rte 193).  Turn south onto Watkins Park Dr. and go ½ mile to the park.  Follow the road all the way to the back to the Nature Center.  We thank the Nature Center Staff for their assistance. For information about the Nature Center, please call 301-218-6702 
Put these dates on your 2010 BUMBA Calendar:

June 3    
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

August 5    
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

Oct 7     
7:30 PM BUMBA Meeting 

Oct ?
7:30 – 9:30 PM BUMBA Introductory Beekeeping Class, Watkins Park Nature Center

Nov 14

Watkins Park "Green Craft Fair" 

Nov 21, 
9:30-5:00 PM, MSBA, Dept Ag. HQ, Annapolis

Dec 14  
6:00 PM Joint clubs Holiday Party, Watkins Park Nature Center  

Bowie-Upper Marlboro Beekeepers Association Officers

Pres. 
Tony Drake
301-352-3663  
a.m.drake@comcast.net

VP
Leigh Walton
301-577-3088
leiwal@verizon.net
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Margie Kreitzer 
301-464-8378
kiota_kem@comcast.net

Sec’y 
Lori Brown
301-884-3384
farmsteadgardens@gmail.com

Editor 
David Morris
301-725-6185 
beefriend@verizon.net

Inspector  
Jerry Fischer 
301-261-8106 ext. 5920
 fischeje@mda.state.md.us

MSBA Pres. 
Paul Dill
(302) 249-1866 (H)
pab192@aol.com
David Morris
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9309 Montpelier Drive
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