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Our Next Meeting 

Tuesday, December 14, 6:00 PM!

Watkins Park Nature Center 

Holiday Pot Luck Dinner Party
Our next is meeting is our joint Annual Holiday Pot Luck Dinner with the Prince Georges’ Audubon Society. This is a BUMBA tradition that has been on-going for over 25 years! Doors open at 6PM. Allow for 30 minutes for set up and dinner is expected to begin at 6:30 PM. Following dinner there will be door prizes and slide shows.

What to bring! You, your family, and a pot luck dish. The clubs will provide punch and hot tea, utensils, plates and cups, and paper goods. 

Bring a door prize! We have always had a drawing of door prizes supplied by members. Nothing fancy or expensive; simple is good, and if it is of a bee theme, origin or product, all the better! 

Don’t forget to bring photos. We used to say “slides”. Today we are digital. Bring your digital photos on a CD, a thumb drive, or your own laptop computer. If you do have traditional slides, contact BUMBA President Tony Drake (contact info on back page) to make sure a slide projector will be available. 

Don’t forget the annual Christmas “Parade of Lights” at Watkins Park. There may be long lines so allow extra time to get to the Nature Center. At the entrance, tell the gatekeepers that you are attending the meeting at the Nature Center and they should allow you to enter for free. When you get to the “T” where you normally turn left to go to the Nature Center, you may have to speak to someone controlling the traffic or else you may take the long way round.

Changes this year, the Herb Society will not be joining us. They have moved their meeting location and no longer meet at the Nature Center. We will miss them. 

We look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting!

The President’s Smoker

This has been a great year for BUMBA. We started the year with a successful Beginning Beekeeping class with nearly 50 new beekeepers! We had the opportunity to listen to really terrific speakers like Dr. Wayne Esaias and his monitoring climate change using honey bees, and BUMBA member Bob Greenwell (check out his great article below), as well as Greta Forbes speaking about her science project on propolis. The club also was involved in out reach events like Maryland Day at the University of Maryland, the A-May-Zing Animal Feat at the  Bladensburg Water Park, and the MSBA Honey Festival at the Patuxent Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center. All these events were as successful as they were because of all the members who were involved, enjoy beekeeping and worked to make this club interesting, fun and successful

Thank you all very much for your efforts and see you Tuesday!

Using a Shook Swarm for Comb Honey Production

By Bob Greenwell

I was on a field call with Scott Seccomb a couple weeks ago and while talking I mentioned a method for creating the right conditions to raise a crop of comb honey. He felt it was interesting enough that I should write an article for the newsletter. I did not originate the practice of shook swarming, or padgening, or the many more radical manipulations that can be accomplished, but I’ve successfully used several of them and I will attempt to outline the simplest method of shook swarming here. The sources for you to read are: “50 Years Among the Bees”, by Dr. C.C. Miller; “Honey in the Comb”, by Eugene Killion; and by far my favorite and a must read, “The New Comb Honey Book”, by Richard Taylor.

Why produce comb honey? It isn’t easy to do well and consistently without some effort and guidance.  However, it is an old fashioned way to produce honey without all the expense and labor of extracting. You could raise comb honey with the equipment you already have along with a few wood frames, some thin wax foundation, and a paring knife. You can even do without the foundation if you want to. You could simply place a couple of comb honey frames among your extracted honey frames above an excluder, and let the bees draw it out and you’d have some comb honey for your table use or for making chunk honey. Or you could purchase some of the specialty supers such as Ross Rounds, Hogg half-cassette, or Bee-o-pac frames and try to produce a whole super or more. The hard part is to get the bees to co-operate. For class A comb honey you need the bees to very quickly draw the comb, and very completely fill the frames. Quickly drawn comb is very thin and tender, and therefore very palatable. You need a fully drawn frame to be presentable and marketable. Generally, the beginning beekeeper finds it a challenge to produce good comb honey, because you have to create swarming conditions and maintain them to force the bees to accomplish your end, and if they swarm all is lost. So…what we need is a means to create a swarm, under our control, and at the time we want it. A tall order, and it can be risky, but it can be done by shook swarming.

Lets assume you want to produce a real crop of comb honey. I would recommend Ross Round supers because they are very easy to get good results with. You will need an extra bottom board, an extra inner and outer cover, a shallow super, 10 shallow frames with undrawn foundation, and 2-4 comb honey supers complete with the frames and foundation requirements for the super type you are using. 

1.
Select a strong double deep hive that you feel will swarm if not attended to.

2.
Turn that hive around 180 degrees so the entrance is now facing the opposite direction.

3.
Set a new bottom board right beside the hive with the entrance facing in the same direction as the original hive was facing before you turned it around.

4.
On the new bottom board place a shallow box with 10 frames of undrawn foundation, and on top of it place a queen excluder and then 3 comb honey supers set up according to the style of super you are using with thin surplus foundation. Cover with an inner and outer cover.

5.
Open the original hive, and your goal is to shake off most of the bees at the entrance of the comb honey hive. Essentially, you want about 80% of the bees from each frame shaken off which is usually like 2 sharp shakes of the frame. You also must get the old queen which means finding her and directing her into the entrance of the new hive. You may be able to shake her off or put the corner of the frame she is on in contact with the new bottom board and gently herd her off with your finger. Note: there is some risk of her flying off and getting lost so use caution. I always pick her up and place her in the entrance and watch to see that she goes in.  The returning foragers will return to the entrance of the new hive. You can leave the old hive to re-queen themselves, or give them a new queen.

We have created a massive swarm at a time of our choosing and hived them in such a way that we have crowded the bees into occupying all the bodies and supers simultaneously. This will cause them to begin drawing comb everywhere at once. If you give them drawn comb in the shallow body, or a deeper body, they will simply set up housekeeping in the bottom and not move immediately into the comb supers where you want them. Because of the crowding they will move right through the excluder, and it will keep brood out of the comb honey, even if a little pollen does get placed in the bottom comb super here and there.

Now one important consideration to keep in mind is your timing. You want to perform this right at the start of the peak nectar flow. I use the blooming of the dandelions as my guide…not when I first see them but when they start blooming in profusion. Another start guide is right before the black locust starts its flow.

After the peak of the nectar flow, you can remove the filled and capped comb supers and if you don’t want to maintain this hive, simply turn the original hive back around and place the shallow body on top over a sheet of newsprint. The foragers from the original hive will find the turned entrance after some initial confusion, the queens will eventually duke it out, the brood in the shallow will hatch out, and the bees will fill it with honey which could be harvested or kept on for winter stores.  For more detailed information, get Richard Taylor’s book, or arrange to consult with me further. I’d be happy to help if you want to try comb honey.

Bees in the News

Howard County Council Hearing on Beekeeping Regulations, December 20, 7:00PM

Janice Asato, President of the Howard County Beekeepers Association,  is making an appeal to beekeepers in the area, including BUMBA members! Your Support Is Needed at the upcoming hearing on the proposed changes to zoning regulations regarding beekeeping. Current regulations require hives to be 200 feet from any domicile. Beekeepers are requesting zoning changes to allow hives to be maintained within 10 feet of a neighboring home as long as a 6’ tall fence or hedge is in place to direct bee flight above passers-by.

Dear Friends of Howard County Beekeepers,

The apiary legislation on amending the setbacks for beekeeping was pre-filed yesterday afternoon. The legislation is now identified as CB 55-2010.

CB 55-2010  will be introduced at the County Council's Legislative Session on December 6, 2010 at 7:00 PM. The introduction of the bill is part of the process leading up to the hearings on Monday, December 20th.

This bill has been posted to the County Council's webpage and is available at www.co.ho.md.us/CountyCouncil/Legislative_Pending.htm
The public hearing will be on Monday, December 20, 2010 at 7:30 PM in the Banneker Room at the George Howard Building, 3430 Courthouse Drive, Ellicott City, MD.   If you are interested in testifying you can either sign up electronically beginning December 7th  at www.howardcountymd.gov/CountyCouncil/CC_HomePage.htm, click on "Testify" or you can sign up in person prior to the hearing on December 20th.

PLEASE NOTE:

HCBA will hold a special meeting on Tuesday, December 14th in the 4-H Building at the Howard County Fairgrounds at 7:00 pm to discuss strategy. You are cordially invited to attend.

Kind regards and thank you for all the support we have received throughout this arduous time, you are welcome to share this information.

Janice Asato

President, HCBA

To Sign up for Testimony 
Signing up to give testimony has been improved to make the process easier.

Click the link below to access the new sign up web pages. http://sys.howardcountymd.gov:8697/cc/
NOTE: The new sign up pages are only used to register your appearance before the Council to give testimony on one or more agenda items. The system no longer accepts written testimony. 

If you would like to submit written testimony to the Council regarding an agenda item, please send your comments via email to: councilmail@howardcountymd.gov
(text provide at end of the newsletter. Editor)
Importing Honey Bees from Australia Banned

APHIS (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service) has banned Australian honey bees from being imported into the United States due to the “Slow Paralysis Virus”. This will very likely have an impact on almond and other pollination services that have recently turned to imported Australian bees for replacing hives that died over the winter. See the full story at http://home.ezezine.com/1636/1636-2010.12.04.11.25.archive.html 

National Honey Board has new Teacher’s Guide 

Thanks to BUMBA member Meme Thomas for bringing this to our attention!

“The Honey Files” is a comprehensive video and educational guide available from the National Honey Board.

This 20-minute VHS videotape and 96-page teacher’s guide will have you and your students buzzing! Designed especially for educators of grades 4-6, these fun, new educational materials provide information, classroom activities and reproducible worksheets about bees, honey and pollination.

You may freely download a PDF file of the teacher’s guide, which you may then reproduce pages from as needed. Honey Files Teacher’s Guide PDF (3.2 MB)

The complete set costs $6.50 for certified educators, and $15.00 for others. To order, call 1-800-553-7162.

What are Your Bees Doing This Month

December is a quiet month. Not much to do but read and rest as long as your hives were well prepared. January is when the changes begin that will require your thought and attention, which is good because it lets you recover from the holiday meals. Some time in early January the queen will begin laying eggs once again. Eggs means brood; brood means food! Don’t expect your bees to fly or forage until February. Don’t expect the hives to find adequate forage until the beginning of dandelion bloom. That is why hives starve in March, just weeks before there is adequate forage to sustain them.

When the queen begins egg laying in January, it is only a small patch of brood and it won’t demand a lot of food so the existing stored honey should suffice. 

In February the brood production increases, as does the need for food, honey and pollen. You need to know that your hives have adequate food, or else you must provide additional food in the form of solid sugar, not, I repeat, not as a liquid. Look into recipes for or purchase of,  fondant or sugar candy. Never feed someone else’s honey for fear of adding their disease to your hives. A pollen substitute or supplement is also a good idea. The combination of carbohydrates and protein provided by the sugar and pollen substitute will get your hives buzzing with activity. Once started, feeding must continue until the nectar flow is strong enough for the hive to be self-sufficient.

More details will be provided in the February newsletter and meeting.
David Morris

Questions welcome at beefriend@verizon.net

CLUB PROGRAMS

  BUMBA has several programs initiated over the years. and we are always looking for members to get involved not only for assistance, but to better your knowledge as well. Please get in touch with a club officer if you would like more information on about a program. Program participation always makes you a much better beekeeper. They are like additional classes for free and serve the beekeeping community in so many important ways.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM SPONSORS NEEDED

BUMBA now has several educational events that we host during the course of the year. This is without a doubt the most important activity any grass roots organization can provide. If you have ever volunteered at one of these events, I am sure you were amazed at how little the general public knew about honey bees and how amazed they were when you answered a couple of their questions. Through these events, we educate the public, grow the clubs in the area and provide for the future of the honey bee and the continued existence of ourselves.

A few of these events are sponsored by our clubs collective effort. Other venues are small enough that a single member could be in charge of it. All that’s involved is making initial contact with the location, asking what facilities and supplies they have available (tables, chairs, tents, food, area(s) for slide shows presentations, etc.) getting another club volunteer and doing the show. It’s a little bit of work and a whole lot of fun, a great way to spend some time educating the public!

BUMBA Educational Librarian Needed

With all the educational programs we have running throughout the year, it seems prudent to have a club member in charge of overseeing our educational materials. This includes the observation hive, educational billboards, our club displays and other small materials. We need someone centrally located around the Bowie / Greenbelt / Lanham area to house these materials. If you have a little room to store these items where they won’t be damaged and can pass them out to our members when they are hosting an event, it would much more convenient for our members instead of driving all the way to my house to pick them up.   Thanks, Scott Seccomb.

Electronic Newsletter

As with all organizations cost cutting is always on the table. One way we reduce our expenses is by eliminating the printed newsletter mailed 6 times a year at a cost of roughly $1 per newsletter. I am sure some of us use it as a reminder to come to the meetings. People who don’t have email, of course, continue to receive it. If you are willing to depend on email delivery, please inform our editor, David Morris, via email. Help keep club $$’s in the bank for club activities.

BUMBA Web Site!

Check out the club web site maintained by Toni Burnham, www.bumbabees.com. You will find meeting schedules, newsletters, and now have a membership short course application forms and information (payments are still by mail or at a meeting.) We need content, pictures, ideas, suggestions and help with administration.. If you have any interesting photos to add to the photo gallery, send them with a short description or story to Toni at phang@tonitoni.org. Please be mindful of the file size and resize any large files before you send them. 

YAHOO News Group

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/BUMBABEE/  

Sign up, check it out, see how much help it can really be. Make it better. Add materials. Post questions, photos, links to web pages or files you would like to share with your fellow beekeepers. Members receive automatic email notices of meeting and the BUMBA newsletter.

MSBA Winter Meeting 
February 19, 2011, 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

Dr. Beth Capaldi-Evans 

Howard County Fairground

If you have an interest in serving on the MSBA Board, committee or as a volunteer, please contact MSBA President Paul Dill at (302) 249-1866 or pab192@aol.com, or VP Toni Burnham at phang@tonitoni.org or (202) 255-4318.

More details on our website at www.msbeea.org. 
FREE STATE Bee Supply

Your local bee supply dealer

Please be sure to call ahead to set up a time to visit!  Contact Dave or Laura Polk at 301-580-9313. 

As always, thanks for your continued support!

Dave and Laura Polk
(((((((((((((((((((
There’s always rooms for your article in the BUMBA Newsletter.

Tell us why you became interested in beekeeping, or how your family reacted to your announcement that you were interested in bees. What has been the most interesting thing(s) you have learned from keeping or studying bees (other than the given, beekeepers are all slightly crazy).


The editor

(((((((((((((((((((
Text of the proposed Howard County Zoning Regulations for Beekeeping 

 BILL NO. 55 – 2010 (ZRA – 117)
Section 1. Be it enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the Howard County Zoning Regulations are amended as follows:  

By amending subsection 4(a) of:  
Section 128 “Supplemental Zoning District Regulations”  
Subsection A “Supplementary Bulk Regulations”  
By adding a new subsection M to:  
Section 128 “Supplemental Zoning District Regulations”  

Howard County Zoning Regulations  
SECTION 128: Supplemental Zoning District Regulations 
A. Supplementary Bulk Regulations  
4. Required Setback for Certain Farm Uses 

In all districts where farming is a permitted use, the following shall not be allowed within 200 feet of an existing dwelling on a different lot:  

a. An animal shelter including a building, shed, roofed structure or movable shelter  that houses or provides protection for animals other than household pets, EXCEPT FOR APIARIES WHICH MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF SUBSECTION M; or  

b. The storage of manure. 

M. APIARIES.  

1. APIARIES ARE PERMITTED AS AN ACCESSORY USE ON LOTS CONTAINING COMMUNITY GARDENS, SITES WHERE APIARIES WILL FORM PART OF AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM, AND IN THE SIDE AND REAR YARDS OF ALL SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL LOTS; AND
2. AN APIARY THAT IS A PERMITTED ACCESSORY USE UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL MEET THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

A. THE MINIMUM SIDE AND REAR SETBACKS ARE 25 FEET FROM THE LOT LINE, EXCEPT THAT THE MINIMUM SETBACKS ARE 10 FEET IF THE APIARY IS LOCATED AS TO DIRECT THE ENTRANCES AWAY FROM NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES AND LOCATED:  

1) AT LEAST 6 FEET ABOVE THE GROUND; OR 
2) BEHIND A SOLID FENCE, HEDGE, OR OTHER BARRIER THAT IS AT LEAST 6 FEET IN HEIGHT AND RUNS PARALLEL TO THE PROPERTY LINE, AND EXTENDS 10 FEET BEYOND THE APIARY IN EACH DIRECTION. 

B. A WATER SUPPLY SHALL BE PROVIDED TO MINIMIZE HONEYBEES FROM SEEKING WATER OFF-SITE; AND 

C. APIARIES SHALL COMPLY WITH MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE REGULATIONS AS THEY PERTAIN TO BEEKEEPING, AND BE OPERATED AND MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that this act shall become effective 61 days after its enactment.
One Last Word: DUES!  

Please be sure to send your membership renewal to BUMBA Treasurer, Margie Kreitzer.
 Notice of your dues will either be on your label or in your email message
E

very club needs a little money to keep it going. Although BUMBA is solvent, dues are needed to cover meeting room rental, speakers, refreshments and the newsletter. BUMBA has raised its annual dues to $15. So we hope you’ll remember to bring your cash or check to the next meeting. Margie loves to find checks in the mailbox. Send your dues check to:

Mail $15  to Margie Krietzer, BUMBA Treas., 3816 IRONGATE LN., BOWIE, MD, 20715-1420

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________________
ST _______
ZIP ____________________

TELEPHONE: _________________________  EMAIL: ____________________________________

( Check if you are willing to help out with a club activity or program

( Check if you do not want your name and address published in a BUMBA member directory.

BUMBA Meeting Location – Watkins Park Nature Center

BUMBA annual dues are $15. Our regular meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the even months (except December) at the Watkins Park Nature Center, 301 Watkins Park Drive in Largo. From Route 301 or I-495 take Central Ave. (Rte 214) to the intersection with Enterprise Rd. (Rte 193). Turn south onto Watkins Park Dr. and go ½ mile to the park. Follow the road all the way to the back to the Nature Center. We thank the Nature Center Staff for their assistance. For information about the Nature Center, please call 301-218-6702 
Put these dates on your 2011 BUMBA Calendar:

FEB 3, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting
FEB 19, 9:30 AM, MSBA Winter Meeting; Howard County Fairgrounds

MAR 3 (tentative), 7:00 PM, Beginning Beekeeping Classes begin!
APR 7, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting
APR 9, BUMBA Field Day

JUNE 2, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 
JUNE 18, 9:30 AM, MSBA Summer Meeting; Univ. of Maryland
AUG 4, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 
OCTOBER 7, 7:30 PM, BUMBA Meeting 

OCTOBER (tentative), BUMBA Fall Intro Class 
NOVEMBER 12, 9:30 AM, Md. Dept of Agriculture, Annapolis
DECEMBER 13 (tentative), 6:00 PM, Holiday Party 
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