BOWIE-UPPER MARLBORO BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
BYLAWS
ARTICLE I - Name and Purpose
Section 1:
The name of this Association shall be "The Bowie-Upper Marlboro Beekeepers Association" (BUMBA).
Section 2:
The purpose of this Association is to promote apiculture in Prince George's County, Maryland.  The primary goals are to:
(1) Provide a mechanism for the exchange of information on beekeeping management practices and activities throughout the State;
(2) Offer beekeepers, both experienced and beginners, opportunities to improve their knowledge and skills in this fascinating activity;
(3) Promote public understanding of the importance and value of the honey bee for pollination and the uses of honey; and
(4) Promote the gentle art of beekeeping in Prince George's County, Maryland.
ARTICLE II - Dues
Section 1:
Dues shall be fifteen dollars ($15) per year for individual or family membership.  This amount shall not be increased except through amendment of the By-Laws.[1]
Section 2:
Dues are to be paid before the first meeting in each calendar year.
ARTICLE III - Meetings
Section 1:
There shall be at least four regular meetings of the Association per annum.  These meetings will be devoted largely to the exchange of information (seasonal) regarding aspects of apiculture.  However, there will normally be a brief period devoted to Association business.  Additional meetings or activities may be held at discretion of the membership.
ARTICLE IV - Membership
Section 1:
Membership is open to all beekeepers or individuals interested in beekeeping.
Section 2:
Application for membership is made to the Treasurer of the Association.  No approval by the membership is required.  Those members receiving the first issue of the By-Laws shall be considered Charter Members upon payment of the stipulated dues.
ARTICLE V - Board of Directors
Section 1
The Board of Governors (BOG) shall consist of the four elected Association officers: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and the Editor of the newsletter.
Section 2:
The BOG shall have the authority to act on behalf of the Association and transact all necessary business during the interval between Association meetings.
Section 3:
Chairmen of Association committees shall serve as advisors and non-voting members of the BOG.
Section 4: Three voting members of the BOG shall constitute a quorum.
Section 5:
The BOG shall name individuals to fill any vacated Association offices on a pro tempore basis until the next regularly scheduled election.
 
ARTICLE VI - Duties of Elected Officers
Section 1:
The duties of the President
a. Preside at all meetings of this Association.
b. Appoint all committees unless the Association shall direct otherwise.
c. Chair and call meetings of the BOG.
d. Shall report to the membership all activities of the BOG.
Section 2:
The Duties of the Vice President
a. Shall perform all duties of the President in his absence.
b. Shall be the Program Chairman.
Section 3:
The duties of the Secretary
a. Record the proceedings of the Association.
b. Establish files to preserve all documents and records of the Association.
c. Attend to all correspondence of the Association.
d. Report minutes and correspondence activities to the membership.
Section 4:
The Duties of the Treasurer.
a. Shall receive all moneys payable to the Association, and keep an accurate record of the same.
b. Shall disburse such funds upon order of the BOG and keep an accurate record of the same.
c. Shall keep a roll of the current membership.
d. Shall send out a dues notice prior to the first meeting in each calendar year, and a subsequent second and final reminder.  If dues are not received within 60 days following the first notice, the same will be dropped from the membership rolls and mailing list.
e. Shall submit annually a written report of all receipts and disbursements which shall be audited and reported to the membership.
ARTICLE VII - Elections
Section 1:
Association officers shall be elected by a majority vote of the members attending the last meeting in each calendar year.[2]
ARTICLE VIII - Committees
Section 1:
There shall be standing committees established as needed to meet the continuing needs of the Association.  Such Committees shall include but not be limited to:
Program Committee
To provide a program for Association meetings.
Exhibits Committee
To provide for the promotion of beekeeping through participation at fairs, craft show, and nutrition events.
Education  Committee
To provide beginner beekeepers course and other courses to meet Association needs.
Section 2:
There shall be ad hoc committees named to meet the needs of the Association that arise from time to time.
Section 3:
Committee membership shall be named by the President with the consent of the BOG.
ARTICLE IX - Newsletter Editor
Section 1:
The Association perceives the need for a newsletter to provide a mechanism:
(1) For technical communication;
(2) Meeting notices; and
(3) Schedule of events and meetings throughout the State that may be of interest to the membership.Section 2:
The Editor shall be designated by the President with the consent of the BOG.
Section 3:
The Editor shall be a voting member of the BOG.
ARTICLE X - Adoption and Amendment
Section 1:
These By-Laws shall come into force when approved by the majority of the charter members.
Section 2:
These By-Laws may be amended by majority vote of the members attending any scheduled meeting of the Association, following written notice or publication of the proposed amendment in the Association  Newsletter.
Adopted 2 April 1981
Amendments on Record:
Amendment No. 1 to Article VII - Elections, Section 1:
Date for election of Association officers changed from last meeting in calendar year to April of each year following written notice of the proposed amendment in the Association newsletter and  a majority vote of members attending scheduled meeting of October 2, 1986.  Effective for April 1988 Elections.
Amendment No. 2 to Article II - Dues, Section 1:
Dues shall be Ten ($10.00) Dollars per year per individual or family membership.  This increase from $5.00 to $10.00 following written notice of the proposed amendment in the Association newsletter of  Jan-Feb. 1988  and a majority vote of members attending scheduled meeting of February 4, 1988.  Effective for 1988.
 
 
Copy typed from an original, by David Morris, October 1, 1994
 
Amendment No. 3 to Article II – Dues, Section 1:
Dues shall be 15 ($15.00) Dollars per year per individual or family membership. This increase from $10.00 to $15.00 following written notice of the proposed amendment in the Association newsletter of October, 2005 and a majority vote of members attending scheduled meeting of October 6, 2005.  Effective for 2006.
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[1] Amended by Amendment 3, October 6, 2005.  Dues are now Fifteen Dollars ($15) per year
[2] Amended by Amendment 1, October 2, 1986.
